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Police are photographed at the perimeter of the scene of a mass shooting in Toronto on Monday, July 23, 2018. 
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Trump considers yanking critics' security clearances 



White House press secretary Sarah Huckabee Sanders speaks 
the White House, Monday, July 23, 2018, in Washington. 


By JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump is con¬ 
sidering revoking the secu¬ 
rity clearances of six former 
top national security offi¬ 
cials who have been criti¬ 
cal of his administration, a 
move that opponents and 
experts say would be an 
unprecedented politiciza¬ 
tion of the clearance pro¬ 
cess. 

White House press sec¬ 
retary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said Monday that 
the president is "exploring 
the mechanisms" to strip 
clearance from former CIA 
Director John Brennan as 
well as five other former of¬ 
ficials who have held some 
of the most sensitive posi¬ 
tions in government: former 
FBI Director James Comey; 
James Clapper, the former 
director of national intel¬ 
ligence; former CIA Direc¬ 
tor Michael Hayden; former 
national security adviser 
Susan Rice; and Andrew 
McCabe, who served as 
Trump’s deputy FBI director 
until he was fired in March. 
The leaders have served in 
both Democratic and Re¬ 
publican administrations, 
including Trump's. 

Sanders accused the offi¬ 
cials of having "politicized 
and in some cases mon¬ 
etized their public service 
and security clearances" 
by making "baseless accu¬ 
sations" that the Trump ad¬ 
ministration had improper 
contact with Russia or was 
influenced by Russia. 

"The fact that people with 
security clearances are 
making these baseless 
charges provides inappro¬ 
priate legitimacy to accu¬ 
sations with zero evidence," 
she said. 

Sanders did not cite spe¬ 
cific comments made by 
any of the officials. But the 
president has been seeth¬ 
ing over the backlash to 
his meeting last week with 
Russia's Vladimir Putin and 
the ongoing investigations 
into Russia's meddling in 
the 2016 election, whether 
his campaign aides were 
involved in the effort and 
whether he obstructed jus¬ 
tice. 

Democratic Rep. Adam 
Schiff of California, a rank¬ 


ing member of the House 
Intelligence Committee, 
tweeted that "politiciz¬ 
ing security clearances to 
retaliate against former 
national security officials 
who criticize the President 
would set a terrible new 
precedent." 

"An enemies list is ugly, un¬ 
democratic and un-Ameri¬ 
can," he added. 

The threat to deny the of¬ 
ficials access to classified 
information marks the latest 
escalation in the president's 
ongoing war with the mem¬ 
bers of the U.S. intelligence 
community. It came hours 
after Republican Sen. Rand 
Paul of Kentucky tweeted 
that he would be meeting 
with Trump to discuss revok¬ 
ing Brennan's clearance for 
his scathing criticism of the 
president's performance at 
the summit with Putin. 

"I told the president in pri¬ 
vate what I've been saying 
in public: That I think there's 
a great danger to having 
talking heads on TV who 
are ex-CIA agents and still 
have classified clearance," 
Paul said Monday evening 
in an appearance on Fox 


News. 

"There's a real danger they 
might inadvertently reveal 
classified information," he 
said. 

Former CIA directors and 
other top national secu¬ 
rity officials are typically al¬ 
lowed to keep their clear¬ 
ances, at least for some 
period, as a courtesy and 
so they can be in a position 
to advise their successors. 
At least one of the former 
officials, McCabe, does 
not currently have security 
clearance, his spokeswom¬ 
an said. 

Experts appeared split on 
whether the president has 
the authority to unilaterally 
terminate a security clear¬ 
ance, but said such a move 
would be unprecedented 
and ill-advised. 

"Legalities aside, it seems 
like a terrible mistake to 
use the security clearance 
system as an instrument of 
political vendettas," said 
Steven Aftergood at the 
Federation of American 
Scientists' Project on Gov¬ 
ernment Secrecy. 

While standing next to Pu¬ 
tin, Trump last week openly 


during the daily press briefing at 

Associated Press 

questioned his own intel¬ 
ligence agencies' conclu¬ 
sions that Moscow tried to 
tip the scales of the 2016 
election in his favor and 
seemed to accept Pu¬ 
tin's insistence that Russia's 
hands were clean. 

Brennan slammed those 
comments as "nothing 
short of treasonous" and 
accused Trump of being 
"wholly in the pocket of Pu- 
' tin." 

Paul, in turn, has called 
Brennan "the most biased, 
bigoted, over-the-top, hy¬ 
perbolic sort of unhinged 
director of the CIA we've 
ever had" in interviews with 
Fox. 

Clapper, reacting to the 
White House talk of revok¬ 
ing clearances, said on 
CNN that Trump's idea was 
"kind of a petty way of retri¬ 
bution, I suppose, for speak¬ 
ing out against the presi¬ 
dent, which I think, on the 
part of all of us, are borne 
out of genuine concerns 
about President Trump." 
Hayden tweeted Monday 
that revoking his security 
clearance wouldn't "have 
any effect on what I say or 


write." 

Melissa Schwartz, a spokes¬ 
woman for McCabe, 
tweeted that his security 
clearance was deactivat¬ 
ed when he was terminat¬ 
ed, per FBI policy. 

"You would think the White 
House would check with 
the FBI before trying to 
throw shiny objects to the 
press corps," she wrote. 

As for whether Trump has 
the authority to do what 
Sanders suggested. After¬ 
good called it "a disputed 
question." 

Attorney Greg T. Rinckey, 
who specializes in national 
security and security clear¬ 
ance cases, said that while 
presidents have broad au¬ 
thority to grant clearances, 
there is "some debate over 
whether or not the presi¬ 
dent has the authority to 
revoke" them. 

He said he was not aware 
of any past case in which a 
person had their clearance 
revoked by the president. 
John V. Berry, an attorney 
who regularly represents 
federal intelligence agen¬ 
cy employees, said that he 
didn't see any reason the 
president wouldn't be able 
to revoke clearance but 
that doing so would "be 
terrible for America" and 
"totally defeat the process 
of defending national se¬ 
curity." 

"If we start interjecting poli¬ 
tics into this, our country's 
going to be significantly 
weakened," Berry said. 

Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, 
ranking Democrat on the 
House oversight commit¬ 
tee, said Trump had al¬ 
lowed his former national 
security adviser Michael 
Flynn "to keep his security 
clearance for weeks after 
the Justice Department 
warned that he was under 
investigation for lying about 
his secret conversations 
with the Russians" and "al¬ 
lowed his son-in-law Jared 
Kushner to keep his security 
clearance after repeatedly 
concealing his foreign con¬ 
tacts." 

"President Trump should 
get his own staff's security 
clearances in order rather 
than engaging in crass 
political retribution against 
former officials," Cummings 
said in statement. □ 
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Senate confirms Robert Wilkie 
for Veterans Affairs secretary 



In a Wednesday, June 27, 2018 file photo. Veterans Affairs 
Secretary nominee Robert Wilkie is sworn in at the start of a 
Senate Veterans Affairs Committee nominations hearing on 
Capitol Hill in Washington. 


By HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Senate on Monday con¬ 
firmed Pentagon official 
Robert Wilkie to be sec¬ 
retary of Veterans Affairs, 
charged with delivering on 
President Donald Trump's 
campaign promises to fire 
bad VA employees and 
steer more patients to the 
private sector. 

Wilkie won approval on a 
bipartisan vote of 86-9, se¬ 
curing the backing of many 
Democrats after insisting at 
his confirmation hearing 
that he will not privatize the 
government’s second-larg¬ 
est department. It was a 
moment of respite from the 
sharp political divisions en¬ 
gulfing Trump's other nomi¬ 
nees in the final months be¬ 
fore congressional midterm 
elections. 

Wilkie is Trump's third pick 
for the job in 18 months. 
The longtime public official 
says he will "shake up com¬ 
placency" at VA, which has 
struggled with long waits in 
providing medical treat¬ 
ment to millions of veterans. 
In a statement released by 
the White House, Trump ap¬ 
plauded the confirmation 
vote and said he looked 
forward to Wilkie's leader¬ 
ship. 

"I have no doubt that the 
Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs will continue to make 
strides in honoring and pro¬ 
tecting the heroic men and 
women who have served 
our nation with distinction," 
he said. 

Trump selected Wilkie for 
the post in May after firing 
his first VA secretary, David 
Shulkin, amid ethics charg¬ 
es and internal rebellion 
at the department over 
the role of private care for 
veterans. Trump's initial re¬ 


placement choice. White 
House doctor Ronny Jack- 
son, withdrew after allega¬ 
tions of workplace miscon¬ 
duct surfaced. 

Wilkie, a former assistant 
secretary of defense under 
President George W. Bush, 
has received mostly posi¬ 
tive reviews from veterans’ 
groups for his manage¬ 
ment experience, but the 
extent of his willingness to 
expand private care as an 
alternative to government- 
run VA care remains largely 
unknown. 

Trump last year pledged he 
would triple the number of 
veterans "seeing the doctor 
of their choice." Currently 
more than 30 percent of VA 
appointments are made in 
the private sector. 

Under repeated question¬ 
ing at his hearing, the Air 
Force and Navy veteran 
said he opposed privatizing 
the agency of 360,000 em¬ 
ployees and would make 
sure VA health care is "fully 
funded." When pressed 
by Sen. Jon Tester, the top 
Democrat on the panel, if 
he would be willing to dis¬ 
agree with Trump, Wilkie re¬ 
sponded "yes." 

"I have been privileged to 
work for some of the most 
high-powered people in 
this town," said Wilkie, cur¬ 
rently a Pentagon under¬ 
secretary for Defense Sec¬ 
retary Jim Mattis. "They pay 
me for their opinions, and I 
give those to them." 

Wilkie's main task in the 
coming months will be car¬ 
rying out a newly signed 
law to ease access to pri¬ 
vate health providers. That 
law gives the VA secretary 
wide authority to decide 
when veterans can bypass 
the VA, based on whether 
they receive "quality" care, 
but the program could 


face escalating costs. 
Some Democrats have 
warned the VA won't be 
able to handle a growing 
price tag, putting it at risk of 
budget shortfalls next year. 
Major veterans' groups 
want full funding for core 
VA medical centers, which 
they see as best-suited to 
veterans' specialized needs 
such as treatment for post- 
traumatic stress. 

As VA secretary, Wilkie also 
will have more power un¬ 
der a new accountability 
law to fire VA employees. 
Lawmakers from both par¬ 


ties have recently raised 
questions about the law's 
implementation, including 
how whistleblower com¬ 
plaints are handled and 


Associated Press 

whether the law is being 
disproportionately used 
against rank-and-file em¬ 
ployees rather than senior 
managers who set policy.Q 
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Georgia lawmaker uses racial slur, drops pants in TV series 



In this Feb. 28, 2018 photo. Rep. Jason Spencer, of Woodbine, 
speaks at the Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 


ATLANTA (AP) — A Georgia 
lawmaker is the latest pub¬ 
lic figure caught with his 
pants down on provoca¬ 
teur Sacha Baron Cohen's 
new cable TV series, this 
time literally, as the state 
legislator exposes his bot¬ 
tom, speaks with a mock 
Asian accent and yells a 
racial slur all in the name of 
fighting terrorism. 

In Sunday night's broadcast 
of Cohen's Showtime series 
"Who Is America?" Cohen 
poses as an Israeli military 
expert who persuades Re¬ 
publican Rep. Jason Spen¬ 
cer to take part in several 
outlandish exercises. The 
lawmaker is told they're 
making a counterterrorism 
video. 

Spencer repeatedly shouts 
a racial slur for black peo¬ 
ple after Cohen tells him 
the tactic is useful for draw¬ 
ing bystanders' attention to 
an unfolding attack. 

He also drops his pants, 
then his underwear, before 
backing his exposed rear 
end toward Cohen while 
shouting "USA!" and "Amer¬ 
ica!" Cohen told Spencer 
the move would incite fear 
in homophobic jihadists. 


The segment also shows 
Spencer speaking with a 
mock Asian accent while 
pretending to use a selfie- 
stick to surreptitiously insert 
a camera phone under a 
Muslim woman's burqa. 
Spencer’s on-camera 
conduct horrified fellow 
Republicans in Georgia. 
State House Speaker David 


Ralston said Spencer "dis¬ 
graced himself and should 
resign immediately," The At¬ 
lanta Journal-Constitution 
reported. 

GOP Gov. Nathan Deal 
said in a tweet: "There is no 
excuse for this type of be¬ 
havior, ever, and I am sad¬ 
dened and disgusted by it." 
Regardless, there won't be 


any reckoning for Spencer 
at the ballot box this year. 
A Republican challenger 
already defeated the law¬ 
maker in Georgia's May 22 
primary. 

The Georgia legislator has 
been accused in the past 
of making offensive state¬ 
ments and proposals. In 
2016, Spencer sought to 
update a 1951 state law 
that outlawed Ku Klux Klan 
members from wearing 
hoods at public rallies. Civil 
rights and Muslim advoca¬ 
cy groups called Spencer's 
bill a veiled attempt to ban 
Muslim women from wear¬ 
ing religious headgear that 
covers their faces in pub¬ 
lic. He quickly dropped the 
proposal. 

Spencer isn't the first public 
figure to be fooled by Co¬ 
hen in his Showtime series. 
Former Republican vice 
presidential candidate Sar¬ 
ah Palin , Democratic Sen. 
Bernie Sanders and former 
Arizona sheriff and U.S. Sen¬ 
ate candidate Joe Arpaio 
have also been duped. 

In a statement Monday, 
Spencer apologized for the 
"ridiculously ugly episode," 
but he refused to step down 


from office. He also said he 
has received death threats 
in the past and thought the 
techniques in the Showtime 
segment would prevent 
"what I believed was an in¬ 
evitable attack." 

The Atlanta newspaper re¬ 
ported Spencer had earlier 
threatened legal action to 
prevent the network from 
airing footage of him. 

The Islamic Council on 
American-lslamic Relations 
also called for Spencer's 
resignation. 

"The ignorance and mal¬ 
ice behind Islamophobia 
has led Mr. Spencer to not 
only pursue bad policy, 
but engage in humiliating 
and hateful behavior un¬ 
becoming of anyone — es¬ 
pecially a state legislator," 
said Edward Ahmed Mitch¬ 
ell, director of the group's 
Georgia chapter. 

Spencer faced calls for his 
resignation last year after 
he warned a black former 
state legislator that she 
won't be "met with torches 
but something a lot more 
definitive" if she continued 
to call for the removal of 
Confederate statues in 
southern GeorgiaO 


Judge postpones Paul 
Manafort trial until next week 



Kevin Downing, attorney for Paul Manafort, walks towards the 
Alexandria Federal Courthouse in Alexandria, Va., Monday, 
July 23, 2018, for a hearing on the final motions ahead of the 
upcoming bank and tax fraud trial for President Donald Trump's 
former campaign chairman, Paul Manafort. 
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By CHAD DAY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 

federal judge on Mon¬ 
day postponed the trial of 
former Trump campaign 
chairman Paul Manafort 
until next week. 

The tax and bank fraud 
trial had been scheduled 
to start Wednesday in fed¬ 
eral court in Alexandria, Vir¬ 


ginia. 

But U.S. District Judge 
T.S. Ellis III pushed the trial 
back until July 31 to give 
Manafort's lawyers more 
time to review thousands of 
pages of data and docu¬ 
ments turned over by spe¬ 
cial counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler's office in the last several 
weeks. 

The documents come 


from a firm that handled 
Manafort's bookkeeping 
and the electronic devices 
of Rick Gates, his longtime 
business associate. Gates 
pleaded guilty earlier this 
year and is expected to 
testify against Manafort. 
Manafort's trial will be the 
first arising from Mueller's 
investigation into potential 
coordination between the 
Trump campaign and Rus¬ 
sia during the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election. 

The indictment against 
Manafort doesn't focus 
on his work on the Trump 
campaign or accuse him 
of being involved in elec¬ 
tion interference. Instead, 
it accuses him of tunneling 
the proceeds of Ukrainian 
political consulting work 
through offshore accounts 
and using the funds to pay 
for a lavish lifestyle. 


Manafort has pleaded not 
guilty and denied all the 
charges. He faces a sepa¬ 
rate trial in the District of 
Columbia, where he was 
indicted last October. 

In addition to pushing the 
trial back, Ellis on Monday 
approved and unsealed 
requests from Mueller's 
prosecutors to offer immu¬ 
nity to five witnesses in ex¬ 
change for their testimony. 
Prosecutors had asked 
for the information to be 
sealed unless and until the 
witnesses actually testified. 
The immunity offers mean 
prosecutors will not use 
the witnesses' statements 
against them in any crimi¬ 
nal case. 

Prosecutors also disclosed 
that they will be present¬ 
ing a limited amount 
of evidence regarding 
Manafort's connection to 


the Trump campaign as 
well as his ties to former 
Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Prosecutor Greg Andres 
told Ellis that Manafort's 
position in the Trump cam¬ 
paign is relevant to some 
of the bank fraud charges 
because a chairman of 
one of the banks allowed 
Manafort to file inaccu¬ 
rate loan information in 
exchange for a job on the 
campaign and the promise 
of a job in the Trump ad¬ 
ministration. 

Andres did not name the 
bank employee but noted 
that the Trump administra¬ 
tion position never materi¬ 
alized. 

Jury selection in the case is 
set to begin next week, a 
process Ellis said he would 
be keeping tight control 
overO 
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U.S. Southwest swelters with 
temperatures up to 120 degrees 


By ANITA SNOW 
PHOENIX (AP) — An exces¬ 
sive heat warning was is¬ 
sued for a broad swath of 
the southwestern U.S. Mon¬ 
day with temperatures ex¬ 
pected to approach 120 
degrees (almost 49 Celsius) 
this week in what forecast¬ 
ers say could prove to be 
the hottest days of the year. 
The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said southern Arizona 
will experience tempera¬ 
tures from 112 to 119 de¬ 
grees (44 to 48 Celsius) 
through Wednesday. 

The heat warning extend¬ 
ed to southeastern Califor¬ 
nia, including desert com¬ 
munities such as El Centro, 
Palm Springs, Twentynine 
Palms and Blythe, as well 
as north to Las Vegas and 
other parts of Nevada. 

Parts of Utah were also is¬ 


sued an excessive heat 
warning with temperatures 
this week expected to ap¬ 
proach 109 degrees (43 
Celsius). The weather ser¬ 
vice said the warning for 
Utah's Dixie and Lake Pow¬ 
ell regions will be in effect 
Tuesday through Thursday. 
A lesser heat advisory was 
in effect for west Texas and 
southeast New Mexico 
into Monday evening, with 
high temperatures well into 
the triple digits, the service 
said. Still, it was so hot in Las 
Cruces Monday morning 
that afternoon school bus 
service was cancelled. 
Some of the highest tem¬ 
peratures over the next 
few days were expected in 
Phoenix, where the weath¬ 
er service issued a tweet 
to warn residents to stay 
hydrated and take advan¬ 


tage of cooler indoor build¬ 
ings. 

The tweet says officials 
"can't stress enough that it 
will become dangerously 
hot early this week." 
Firefighters and city officials 
on Monday morning dis¬ 
tributed bright red cloth vi¬ 
sors, hand fans and cooling 
neckerchiefs to downtown 
commuters, advising them 
to stay inside as much as 
possible. 

"I'm hoping to stay in the 
air conditioning all day, 
and I'm planning to take it 
easy," Lisa Kirby said, who 
was visiting from Rhode Is¬ 
land for a conference. Kir¬ 
by said she visited the area 
several summers ago and 
had a hard time dealing 
with the heat. 

Fire Capt. Jake Van Hook 
said the department gets 
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Phoenix firefighter Juan Rodriguez hands out a cooling 
neckerchief to morning commuter Arielle Thomas early Monday, 
July 23, 2018, in downtown Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


dozens of calls a day about 
heat-related illnesses dur¬ 
ing excessive heat warn¬ 
ings. "They range from 
someone who just needs to 
get inside to someone who 
needs to get urgently to 
the hospital," he said. 
Maricopa County pub¬ 
lic health officials say 155 
people died in the Phoenix 


area last year from heat- 
caused illnesses like heat 
exhaustion and heatstroke. 
Forecasters say monsoon 
moisture will slowly return to 
the Phoenix area from the 
east by the weekend. 
Arizona's monsoons are 
summer rains that can 
cause flash flooding and 
bring heavy winds.Q 


Husband of adult film performer Stormy Daniels seeks divorce 


KAUFMAN, Texas (AP) — 

The husband of adult film 
performer Stormy Daniels 
has filed for divorce in 
Texas. 

Daniels, whose real name 
is Stephanie Clifford, has 
said that she had sex with 
Donald Trump before 
he became president, 
something Trump has 
denied. 

Glendon Crain filed the 
petition for divorce on July 
18 in state district court in 
Kaufman County, located 
just southeast of Dallas. In 
his 13-page divorce petition 
filed July 18, Crain alleged 
adultery as grounds for 
the divorce and seeks sole 
custody of the couple’s 
7-year-old daughter and 
child support from Clifford, 
as well as a financial award 
and disproportionate share 
of the couple's community 
property. 

Daniels' lawyer Michael 
Avenatti said in a tweet 
that Daniels and Crain 
decided mutually to end 
their marriage and that the 
"accuracy" of the divorce 
petition is "vehemently 
disputed." 

A woman answering the 
phone in the Terrell, Texas, 
office of Crain's attorney. 


Rothwell Pool, said he had 
no comment since the 
case is currently in litigation. 
Daniels has said she had sex 
with Trump in 2006 when he 
was married, which Trump 
has denied. As part of their 
investigation into Trump's 
lawyer Michael Cohen, 
prosecutors have been 
examining the $130,000 
payment that was made 
to Daniels as part of a 
confidentiality agreement 
days before the 2016 
presidential election. 

In April, FBI agents raided 
Cohen's home, office 
and hotel room as part of 
a probe into his business 
dealings and investigators 
were seeking records 
about the nondisclosure 
agreement that Daniels 
had signed, among other 
things. 

In May, Rudy Giuliani, one 
of Trump's attorneys, said 
the president had repaid 
Cohen for the $130,000 
payment to Daniels, 
contradicting Trump's prior 
claims that he didn't know 
the source of the money. 
Transparency groups and 
Democrats have argued 
that the secret efforts to 
silence Trump accusers, 
including the payment 


to Daniels, should be 
investigated by the Federal 
Election Commission as 
potential violations of 
campaign finance laws. 


which require disclosure of 
campaign expenditures. 
Trump's attorneys have 
argued that any payments 
to accusers would have 


been made regardless of 
his presidential candidacy, 
and that no violation 
occurred. 
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Duck boat probe will check if Coast Guard rules were ignored 



The duck boat that sank in Table Rock Lake in Branson, Mo., is raised Monday, July 23, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By JIM SALTER and HEATHER 
HOLLINGSWORTH 
Associated Press 

The investigation into the 
sinking of a sightseeing 
boat that claimed 17 lives 
will look at whether opera¬ 
tors violated Coast Guard 
rules by venturing onto a 
Missouri lake as thunder¬ 
storms rolled in, a Coast 
Guard official said Mon¬ 
day. 

More than three days af¬ 
ter the deadly accident, a 
crane attached to a barge 
pulled the amphibious 
duck boat from Table Rock 
Lake near Branson, where it 
was submerged in 80 feet 
(24 meters) of water. 

Divers attached a sling to 
the 33-foot, 4-ton vessel, 
then raised and drained 
it, officials said. It was to 
be loaded onto a vehicle 
and turned over to the Na¬ 
tional Transportation Safety 
Board. 

Coast Guard Lt. Tasha Sa- 
dowicz of the agency's St. 
Louis office said the boat 
that capsized and sank 
was known as "Stretch Duck 
07." Like all 22 duck boats in 
operation in Branson, it was 
required to undergo an¬ 
nual inspections. The most 
recent was in February. 

But Sadowicz said the 
Coast Guard's "certificate 
of inspection" placed lim¬ 
its on when the boats can 
enter the water based on 
wind speed and "sea state," 
which refers to the height 
of waves. 

Sadowicz did not have in¬ 
formation on Stretch Duck 
07's limits but said they will 
be a focal point of the in¬ 
vestigation. 

Some witnesses have said 
the lake was calm and the 


storm came up suddenly 
Thursday evening. Sadow¬ 
icz said investigators want 
to find out if operators were 
adequately monitoring the 
weather and should have 
reasonably known a storm 
was approaching. 

Turbulent weather has 
caused trouble for duck 
boats before. 

Coast Guard records show 
that a similar duck boat in 
Philadelphia took on a 3- 
or 4-foot wave on Oct. 3, 
2015, as it carried 12 pas¬ 
sengers on a tour of the 
Delaware River. Water got 
into the engine compart¬ 
ment, causing the engine 
to stall and setting the ves¬ 
sel adrift. 

The boat was safely towed 
to shore. The cause of the 
failure was determined to 
be "the rapidly worsening 
river conditions." But the 
Coast Guard also cited a 
"failure to anticipate the 
change in the weather 


conditions." 

"The change of the tide 
from slack to flood and 
the strong northerly winds 
caused the waves to quick¬ 
ly build and exceeded the 
restriction on the vessel's 
COI (certificate of inspec¬ 
tion)," the Coast Guard re¬ 
port stated. 

Duck boats were designed 
for military use in World War 
II. The Missouri boat that 
sank was built in 1944. 
Stretch Duck 07 had a few 
apparently minor problems 
in recent years. 

In 2011, the vessel "lost 
steering while underway on 
Table Rock Lake" with 30 
passengers on board. The 
driver was able to make it 
back to shore, according 
to Coast Guard records. 

On June 6, 2015, water 
got into the engine com¬ 
partment as the boat en¬ 
tered the lake from land, 
a process known as "splash 
down." 


A January 2016 inspection 
found inoperable heat de¬ 
tectors, which were later 
fixed. 

The Coast Guard prohib¬ 
ited the vessel from oper¬ 
ating from January 2015 to 
April 2015, but the report 
does not state a reason 
other than "hazardous/un¬ 
safe condition." Another re¬ 
port from February 2015 cit¬ 
ed leakage in a wheel well 
caused by sealant failure. 
The owner of an inspection 
service in the St. Louis area 
said he issued a written re¬ 
port in August 2017 to the 
Branson duck boat opera¬ 
tor, Ripley Entertainment, 
after inspecting two dozen 
boats. In the report, Steve 
Paul of Test Drive Technolo¬ 
gies explained that the ves¬ 
sels' engines — and pumps 
that remove water from 
their hulls — might fail in in¬ 
clement weather. 

On Saturday, former NTSB 
chairman James Hall said 


the design of duck boats 
makes them prone to the 
type of accident that oc¬ 
curred in Missouri, particu¬ 
larly when weather turns 
bad. He said they should 
be banned. 

At a news conference 
Monday in Branson, Coast 
Guard Capt. Scott Sto- 
ermersaid the investigation 
will also look into whether 
the boat captain followed 
company guidelines re¬ 
garding use of lifejackets. 
Missouri law requires boat 
passengers ages 7 and 
younger to wear life jack¬ 
ets, but commercial ves¬ 
sels like the duck boats are 
exempt. The law requires 
enough life jackets for pas¬ 
sengers and crew, and 
jackets that fit all of the 
children. Whether to advise 
passengers to use life jack¬ 
ets is an "operation deci¬ 
sion" made by the captain, 
Stoermer said. 

Several survivors made it to 
safety by climbing aboard 
another sightseeing boat 
that was nearby. 

Many survivors told Mis¬ 
souri State Highway Patrol 
chaplain Steve Martin that 
they were able to swim to 
the Branson Belle paddle¬ 
wheeler. Some climbed 
up the paddle wheel itself. 
Others clung to the side of 
the boat until bystanders 
pulled them to safety. 

"The waves were kind of 
pushing them toward the 
boat," Martin said. 

Ripley Entertainment's web¬ 
site said it was offering to 
pay for all medical and fu¬ 
neral expenses for victims, 
to return all personal items 
from the accident scene 
and to help with families' 
travel or accommodations. 
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Veteran officer to 
be Boston's 1st black 
police commissioner 


Boston Police Superintendent-in-Chief William Gross walks through 

Associated Press 


By ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
BOSTON (AP) — A 33- 

year veteran of Boston's 
police force was named 
the city's first black police 
commissioner on Monday, 
ushering in a new era for 
a city that long struggled 
with perceptions of racism. 
William Gross, who will 
replace Commissioner 
William Evans, pledged 
to continue working to 
strengthen relationships 
between police and their 
communities and combat 
what he called "senseless 
youth violence." 

"If you want change, be 
the change. That's why I 
became a police officer," 
Gross told reporters after 
Democratic Mayor Marty 
Walsh announced his 
promotion. 

Evans, who has served as 
the city's top cop since 
2014, is retiring after nearly 
40 years on the force to 
become police chief at 
Boston College. 

Gross, 56, has long been 
one of the public faces of 
the department and is well- 
known in the community. 
He became a patrol officer 
in 1985 and worked in the 
gang and drug control 
units before becoming 
night commander in 
2012. He was named the 
department's first black 
superintendent in chief in 
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2014. 

"He's the right person at the 
right time for this job," Walsh 
said. 

Boston hasn't seen the 
violent clashes between 
police and residents 
sparked in other cities by 
the shootings of black 
men. But activists have 
long complained the city's 
police force is too white. 
The department faced 
heavy criticism earlier this 
year when it posted a 
Black History Month tweet 
celebrating the late, former 
Boston Celtics coach 
Arnold "Red" Auerbach, 
who's white. Evans later 
apologized, calling the 
tweet "insensitive." 

And the department came 
under fire that same month 
after a widely shared video 
showed a white officer 
stopping and questioning 
a black man who was on 
his way to a barbershop. 
Civil rights activists said 
the confrontation was 
indicative of the way law 
enforcement routinely view 
black men with suspicion. 
Tanisha Sullivan, president 
of the Boston branch of 
the NAACP, said anytime 
a person of color ascends 
to a leadership position 
is a reason for hope. But 
she said it will only matter 
if Gross is given a voice at 
the table with city leaders 
and is empowered to lead 
the department forward. 
"It's really not a win unless 
and until we are able to 
see evidence to suggest 
that Chief Gross — now 
Commissioner Gross — has 
been able to activate the 
power of his diversity and 
we'll know that by the 
direction the department 
goes in." Evans, a native 


In this Jan. 20, 2015 file photo, 
a door of a hospital in Boston. 

of South Boston, lost both 
of his parents at a young 
age and was raised by 
his older brothers, one of 
whom served as police 
commissioner before him. 
He started as a cadet in 
1980 and rose through 
the ranks, eventually 
becoming superintendent, 
overseeing special events 
and the department's 
patrol division. 

He was a key player in 
the investigation into the 
marathon bombing that 
killed three spectators 
and injured more than 260 
others. An avid runner, 
Evans finished the race 
before the bombs went 
off and then returned to 
help his colleagues in the 
manhunt for the Tsarnaev 
brothers. 

He was named interim 
commissioner in November 
2013 after the resignation 
of Edward Davis and was 
appointed to the post 
permanently in 2014. 

Evans had tears in his eyes 
as he explained it's time 
for him to slow down and 
spend more time with his 
family. 

He joked that he's looking 
forward to getting more 


rest, saying he sleeps with 
one eye open out of fear 
for a late-night call with 
bad news. 


"I never dreamed of the 
day I would be up here as 
commissioner," Evans said. 
"It's been a great ride.'Q 






this ad to get 10% OFF 
your purchase of $50 or more 


MU RAN O 


MADE !N TALY 


uran 


> *■ * 


Paseo Hereneia Mall 
J.£. Irausquin Blvd 382A 






























TUESDAY 24 JULY 


EWORLD NEWS 



2 dead, 13 wounded in shooting attack in Toronto 



Police work the scene of a shooting in Toronto on Sunday, July 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — A man 

clad in black fired a hand¬ 
gun into restaurants and 
cafes in a lively Toronto 
neighborhood, killing a 
10-year-old girl and an 
18-year-old woman and 
wounding 13 others in an 
attack that has shaken the 
confidence of many in the 
normally safe city. 

The mass shooting late Sun¬ 
day in Toronto's Greektown 
district came just three 
months after a van struck 
and killed 10 people in an 
apparent attack directed 
toward women. 

Police declined to release 
the name of the 29-year-old 
gunman from Toronto who 
died after an exchange of 
gunfire with police. 

Police Chief Mark Saunders 
said he would not specu¬ 
late on a motive but did 
not rule out terrorism. 

"It's almost inconceivable 
that these things can hap¬ 
pen," said Mayor John Tory. 
"We were so used to liv¬ 
ing in a city where these 
things didn't happen and 
as we saw them going on 
in the world around us (we) 
thought they couldn't hap¬ 
pen here." 

"This is an attack against in¬ 
nocent families and our en¬ 
tire city." 

The slain 18-year-old was 
identified as Reese Fallon, 
a recent high school grad¬ 
uate who volunteered for 
Canada's Liberal party and 
was due to attend McMas- 
ter University in the fall. Her 
family said in a statement 
they were devastated. 

"She was ... smart, passion¬ 
ate and full of energy. It is a 
huge loss," said Canadian 
Member of Parliament Na¬ 
thaniel Erskine-Smith, who 
knew Fallon. 

Flags at Toronto City Hall 
as well as at Fallon's former 
high school, Malvern Cl, 
and at school board build¬ 
ings were lowered to half- 
staff. 

" An engaging student, Re¬ 
ese Fallon graduated from 
Malvern Cl just last month 
and was highly regarded 
by staff and loved by her 
friends," the school board 
said in a statement, adding 
that support was being of¬ 
fered to students. 


The 13 wounded ranged in 
age from 10 to 59, and suf¬ 
fered injuries ranging from 
serious to minor, Saunders 
said. He did not name the 
victims, who included eight 
women and girls, and sev¬ 
en men. 

Dr. Najma Ahmed of St. 
Michael's Hospital said five 
patients had been admit¬ 
ted in serious or critical con¬ 
dition and that three of the 
five underwent immediate 
lifesaving operations. 

A video taken by a witness 
showed a man dressed all 
in black walking quickly 
down a sidewalk and fir¬ 
ing three shots into at least 
one shop or restaurant in 
Toronto’s Greektown, a resi¬ 
dential area crowded with 
Greek restaurants and ca¬ 
fes. 

Witnesses heard many shots 
and described the suspect 
walking past restaurants 
and cafes and patios on 
both sides of the street and 
firing into them. 

Ontario's police watch¬ 
dog said there was an 
exchange of gunfire be¬ 
tween the assailant and 
two officers on a side street 
before the gunman was 


found dead near Danforth 
Avenue where the shoot¬ 
ings occurred. It was not 
immediately clear wheth¬ 
er he killed himself or was 
killed by police. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Special Investigations Unit, 
Monica Hudon, would not 
say whether the gunman 
was shot dead by police 
and said his identity was still 
being confirmed. She said 
an autopsy would be per¬ 
formed Tuesday. 

Det.-Sgt. Terry Browne said 
he could not release the 
name of the suspect be¬ 
cause of the probe by the 
Special Investigations Unit. 
He said police had sought 
a search warrant for an ad¬ 
dress related to the suspect 
but didn't say where. 

Tanya Wilson was clos¬ 
ing her tattoo shop on the 
street when she heard gun¬ 
shots and a mother and her 
son ran into her store with 
gunshot wounds to their 
legs 

"They said they were walk¬ 
ing and a man told them to 
get the hell out his way and 
he just shot them," Wilson 
said. 

Wilson said she tied and el¬ 


evated their wounds and 
tried to keep them calm 
while they waited for para¬ 
medics. She locked the 
door and shut off the lights, 
not knowing what was hap¬ 
pening outside. 

Jody Steinhauer was cel¬ 
ebrating her birthday with 
family at Christina's restau¬ 
rant on Danforth Avenue 
when they heard 10 to 15 
shots. They ran to the back 
to the restaurant and hid 
under a table. 

"We heard a woman yell, 
'Help!' My partner went out¬ 
side the restaurant and the 
woman was right there. She 
had been shot," she said. 
Her boyfriend and a doctor 
who was in the restaurant 
attended to the woman 
who was shot in the thigh. 
"She was screaming and 
yelling and in shock. No¬ 
body was with her. That 
was the scary part," Stein¬ 
hauer said. 

Police, paramedics and 
other first responders de¬ 
scended on the scene, 
while people, some in their 
pajamas, emerged from 
their homes to see what 
was happening. 

Though mass shootings are 


rare in Canada's largest 
city, Toronto police had 
deployed dozens of ad¬ 
ditional officers over the 
weekend to deal with a 
recent rise in gun violence 
in the city, which has seen 
23 gun homicides so far this 
year, compared to 16 fatal 
shootings in the first half of 
2017. 

Toronto Councilor Paula 
Fletcher said the attack 
was "not gang related" and 
that the gunman shot "in¬ 
discriminately" into restau¬ 
rants and into a park. 

"I know we always say, 'That 
can't happen here,' when 
we see those gunmen in 
the States doing the same 
thing and it has happened 
here now," Fletcher said. 
Ontario Premier Doug Ford 
said the confidence that 
Toronto is a safe city had 
been shaken. Toronto has 
long prided itself as being 
one of the safest big cities 
in the world. 

Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau tweeted: "The 
people of Toronto are 
strong, resilient and brave 
— and we'll be there to 
support you through this dif¬ 
ficult time." 

In April, the driver of a van 
plowed into pedestrians on 
a Toronto sidewalk, killing 10 
people and injuring 14. Au¬ 
thorities have not disclosed 
a motive, but said the ar¬ 
rested driver, Alek Minas- 
sian, posted a message on 
social media referencing 
a misogynistic online com¬ 
munity before the attack. 

A now-deleted Facebook 
post indicated anger to¬ 
ward women and saluted 
Elliot Rodger, a community 
college student who killed 
six people and wounded 
13 in shooting and stabbing 
attacks near the University 
of California, Santa Barba¬ 
ra, in 2014. 

"The Incel Rebellion has 
already begun!" read the 
post, using the term incel 
to refer to "involuntarily celi¬ 
bate." 

Meanwhile, Ottawa po¬ 
lice arrested a 24-year-old 
man with a knife on Mon¬ 
day during the Changing 
of the Guard on Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa. No one was 
injured. It was unclear if the 
incident was related to the 
mass shooting in Toronto.□ 
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Macron's security aide 'dumbfounded' by storm around him 



French Interior Minister Gerard Collomb, arrives for hearing with deputies of the Laws Commission 
at the National Assembly in Paris, France, Monday, July 23, 2018. 


By ELAINE GANLEY 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — The security 
aide close to French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
who is alleged to have 
beaten up a protester dur¬ 
ing a May Day protest is 
"dumbfounded" by the 
storm around him, his law¬ 
yers said Monday. 

Footage of the violence 
has caused consternation 
across France, and the af¬ 
fair has become the big¬ 
gest internal crisis to hit 
Macron since he became 
president in May 2017. 

A parliamentary inquiry 
opened hearings Monday, 
a day after an investigat¬ 
ing judge filed preliminary 
charges against the aide, 
Alexandre Benalla. 

In a statement, Benalla's 
lawyers said he "took the 
initiative" to intervene at 
the protest because police 
on the scene were "appar¬ 
ently overwhelmed." 
Attorneys Audrey Gadot 
and Laurent-Franck Lienard 
described Benalla's actions 
as "vigorous" but "without 
violence" — despite video 
showing him beating a pro¬ 
tester and yanking another 
protester away. 

The lawyers suggested in 
the statement, published 
on TFl-TV's Internet site, 
that Macron was the target 
of politicians and media 
focused on the case since 
Benalla was identified five 


days ago by the newspa¬ 
per Le Monde as the man 
acting violently. 

"This personal initiative (of 
Benalla) ... today clearly 
serves to tarnish the presi¬ 
dency in conditions that 
defy understanding," the 
statement said. 

The presidential office's fail¬ 
ure to act immediately has 
raised a series of questions 
about the actions of those 
close to Macron, who has 
yet to comment. 

The lawyers' comments 
came as the first of a series 
of hearings into the May 
Day events began. The 


parliamentary commission 
was hastily set up to try to 
find out why it took 2 1/2 
months to open a judicial 
probe into the actions of 
Benalla. 

On Sunday, Benalla and 
four others, including three 
ranking police officers, 
were informed of charges 
against them regarding 
their alleged roles during 
the protest that turned par¬ 
ticularly violent, with shops 
and cars damaged. 
Though the Elysee Palace 
knew about what Benalla 
had done while embed¬ 
ded with police as an ob¬ 


Associated Press 

server, the aide was able 
to keep his job. The Elysee 
changed tack last week 
and said it was firing Bena¬ 
lla. But that development 
only came about after Le 
Monde identified the aide 
in a video of the incident 
published. 

At the hearing, France's in¬ 
terior minister, Gerard Col¬ 
lomb, and the Paris police 
chief insisted it wasn't their 
job to inform judicial offi¬ 
cials that Benalla beat up 
a protester. Plowever, they 
contradicted each other 
about who told whom 
about what happened 


May 1. 

Collomb, who was told 
about the incident the day 
after the protests and is in 
charge of France's security 
forces, said Benalla was not 
under his supervision. 

"I will remind you ... that on 
May 2,1 made sure that the 
president's office as well as 
the police prefecture had 
been informed about Mr. 
Benalla's doings," Collomb 
said. 

"And so I thought, as the 
rule is in cases of miscon¬ 
duct, that adequate mea¬ 
sures had been taken .... It 
was up to them to sanction 
it. And eventually to inform 
judicial authorities." 

Laying out the sequence 
of events, Collomb said his 
top aide informed him on 
May 2 of a video showing 
Benalla beating up a pro¬ 
tester and that both the 
president's office and po¬ 
lice chief were informed. 
The minister said he was ad¬ 
vised of the sanctions later 
that day. Benalla's subse¬ 
quent two-week suspen¬ 
sion and his re-assignment 
to a desk job have been 
roundly viewed as inad¬ 
equate. 

Like Collomb, Paris Police 
Chief Michel Delpuech 
told the committee that he 
failed to involve judicial of¬ 
ficials because he thought 
the matter had been 
settled by the relevant 
authority .□ 
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Forest fires rage on either side of Athens; at least 3 dead 



By ELENA BECATOROS 
DEREK GATOPOULOS 
Associated Press 
ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 

Two major forest fires raged 
out of control on either side 
of Greece's capital Mon¬ 
day, leaving at least three 
people dead, injuring doz¬ 
ens, burning houses and 
sending people fleeing to 
beaches and into the sea, 
where coast guard boats 
battled gale force winds to 
evacuate them. 

Regional authorities de¬ 
clared a state of emer¬ 
gency in the western and 
eastern parts of Attica, the 
greater Athens area, while 
Greece called on the Euro¬ 
pean Union for assistance 
with aerial and ground sup¬ 
port in helping battle the 
flames. Greece said Cyprus 
offered to send firefighters 
while Spain offered water¬ 
dropping aircraft. 

The coast guard said it had 
transported the bodies of 
three people — a man, a 
woman and a girl — which 
were passed on by firefight¬ 
ers for transport to the port 
of Rafina northeast of Ath¬ 
ens, near the location of 
one of the two major fires. 
The head of the Health Min¬ 
istry's emergency coordina¬ 
tion office said two burned 
bodies had been transport¬ 
ed to a hospital in Athens. It 
was not immediately clear 
whether the bodies were 
among those taken by the 
coast guard or were addi¬ 
tional casualties. 

The Health Ministry said 56 
people had been hospital¬ 
ized, most of them suffering 
burns, with 11 of the injured 
listed in serious condition. 
At least five major hospitals 
in the capital were put on 
alert for more potential ca¬ 
sualties. 

Boats delivered people to 
docks still dressed in noth¬ 
ing but swimsuits, while port 
police took down names as 
they disembarked. 

Several other fires broke out 
across the country, includ¬ 
ing in northeastern Greece 
and the southern island of 
Crete, stretching Greece's 
firefighting capabilities. 
Gale force winds that fre¬ 
quently changed direction 
and continued into the 
night were hampering fire¬ 
fighting efforts. 


The coast guard was 
searching with a helicop¬ 
ter and patrol vessel for 
eight people, believed to 
be Danish tourists, who had 
fled the flames near Rafina 
in a boat and were report¬ 
ed missing. Another two 
who had been in the same 
boat were rescued by a 
passing ferry about 3 nauti¬ 
cal miles (5.5 kilometers, 3.4 
miles) east of Rafina and 
were in good health. 

The coast guard said the 
same ferry also rescued 
seven other people who 
had fled into the sea, but 
none were from the miss¬ 
ing boat. The coast guard 
sent five vessels to rescue 
people trapped on nearby 
beaches by the flames. It 
said initial reports indicated 
about 80-85 people need¬ 
ed evacuation by sea. 

"We are doing everything 
humanly possible to tray 


and tackle these fires," 
Prime Minister Alexis Tsip- 
ras said in Bosnia before 
cutting short a visit there 
to return to Athens. "What 
concerns us is that there 
are fires occurring simulta¬ 
neously." 

Speaking after arriving in 
Athens and being briefed 
on the situation, Tsipras said 
more than 600 firefighters 
and 300 vehicles were in¬ 
volved in fighting the fires. 
"It's a difficult night for 
Greece," he said. 

The first major fire broke out 
in a pine forest near the 
seaside settlement of Kine- 
ta, 50 kilometers (30 miles) 
west of Athens between 
the capital and Corinth. At 
least 220 firefighters were 
on the scene there while 
five water-dropping planes 
and seven helicopters 
helped to fight the blaze 
from the air. Reinforce¬ 


ments were sent in from 
across Greece. 

Local communities were 
evacuated and the blaze 
shut down a nearly 20-ki- 
lometer (13-mile) section 
on two highways linking 
the Peloponnese with cen¬ 
tral Greece. Thick smoke 
reduced visibility on the 
highway to mere meters 
(yards). 

Several houses were in 
flames, footage from 
the Greek TV station Skai 
showed. Some residents 
used garden hoses to try to 
save their properties while 
others escaped in cars and 
on mopeds. 

Hours after the blaze be¬ 
gan, flecks of ash swirled 
down onto central Athens. 
Authorities sent 17 more 
firefighting vehicles along 
with 45 firefighters to Kineta 
from elsewhere in Greece, 
as well as a 30-man fire¬ 


fighting crew from the 
northern city of Thessalon¬ 
iki. Other towns and cities 
were sending water trucks 
and volunteer firefighters. 
The second major blaze 
broke out Monday after¬ 
noon in the Penteli and 
Rafina areas northeast of 
Athens. Children's summer 
camps and a seaside re¬ 
sort for military officers were 
evacuated, as well as resi¬ 
dences in the area. Dozens 
of homes and cars were re¬ 
portedly destroyed. 

There was no official figure 
on how many people were 
evacuated overall. 

The fire was burning into 
the town of Rafina, turning 
the sky above the nearby 
port that serves ferries to 
the Cycladic islands black 
from the smoke. The high¬ 
way to the nearby town of 
Marathon was closed to 
traffic. 

Rafina Mayor Vangelis 
Bournous said he believed 
about 100 houses in the 
area had been burned. The 
fire service was not able to 
confirm the figure. 

It was not immediately 
clear how any of the fires 
started. Forest fires are 
common in Greece during 
the hot, dry summers and 
the country has been fac¬ 
ing high temperatures re¬ 
cently of up to 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit). 

A third fire burned farmland 
and woods on the south¬ 
ern island of Crete, while 
in northern Greece a for¬ 
est fire in the area of Sou- 
fli was being battled by 50 
firefighters. The fire depart¬ 
ment said three fires also 
broke out in the area of 
Corinth in southern Greece. 
The worst fire season by 
far occurred in 2007, when 
large swaths of forest and 
farmland burned, mainly in 
the Peloponnese in south¬ 
ern Greece, killing more 
than 60 people.Q 
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Syria blasts evacuation of White Helmets as 'criminal' 


By PHILIP ISSA 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The Syrian 
government on Monday 
condemned a multilateral 
operation to evacuate 
hundreds of rescue workers 
from the war-torn country 
as a "criminal process" in¬ 
tended to de-stabilize Syria. 
Syrian authorities have long 
described the Civil Defense 
search-and-rescue group, 
which are popularly known 
as the White Helmets, as a 
terror organization. 

The group rose to promi¬ 
nence as it filmed its opera¬ 
tions to rescue civilians from 
Syrian government airstrikes 
in the country's brutal civil 
war. The government has 
alleged the group stages 
videos. Damascus's ally Rus¬ 
sia has accused the group 
of staging chemical weap¬ 
ons attacks on civilians and 
blaming them on the gov¬ 
ernment, a charge that has 
never been proven. 

On Saturday, more than 
400 rescuers and their fam¬ 
ily members were evacu¬ 
ated from Syria's Quneitra 
province through Israel to 
Jordan, after the rebels 
surrendered the last areas 
they held in the southwest¬ 
ern province to the govern¬ 
ment. 

Syria's foreign ministry 
called it a "smuggling op¬ 
eration" that was evidence 
of a Western conspiracy to 
overthrow the government. 
The White Helmets have fi¬ 
nancial backing from the 
U.S., Britain, and other na¬ 
tions. 

The unprecedented opera¬ 
tion was spearheaded by 
the U.S., Canada, and Brit¬ 
ain, The Associated Press 
reported on Friday. 



In this Wednesday, June 14, 2017 photo, civil defense workers carrying children after airstrikes hit 
a school housing a number of displaced people, in Daraa province of Syria. 

Associated Press 


The rescuers and their fami¬ 
lies are expected to be re¬ 
settled in Europe and Can¬ 
ada. 

Germany's Interior Ministry 
confirmed on Monday that 
the country would give asy¬ 
lum to eight rescuers and 
39 family members. 
German Interior Minister 
Horst Seehofer said on 
Sunday giving the rescue 
workers shelter "is a human¬ 
itarian obligation," adding 
that more than 250 White 
Helmets have been killed in 
the war since 2013. Foreign 
Minister Heiko Maas was 
quoted as saying that "the 
efforts of the White Helmets 
deserve admiration and re¬ 
spect." 

Germany has provided the 
group with 12 million eu¬ 
ros ($14 million) in funding 
since 2016. 

Meanwhile, Jordanian 
government spokeswoman 


Jumana Ghunaimat said 
her country has not been 
asked to receive another 
group of White Helmets. 
Ghunaimat also said Jor¬ 
danian Foreign Minister Ay- 
man Safadi and his Russian 
counterpart, Sergey Lav¬ 
rov, on Sunday discussed 
"preliminary ideas" about 
the possible return of Syr¬ 
ian refugees to their home¬ 
land, but that "we cannot 
talk about return while the 
crisis in Syria is not yet over." 
"Jordan is willing and en¬ 


couraging the return when 
tension calms down be¬ 
cause the refugees consti¬ 
tute a heavy burden on the 
kingdom in the light of the 
international community's 
inability to cover the costs," 
she said. 

More than 5 million people 
have fled Syria during its 
seven-year-long civil war, 
according to the U.N. 

Last week, Russia's Defense 
Ministry said it proposed to 
the United States the cre¬ 
ation of a joint group, along 


with Jordan, to organize 
refugee returns. The group 
would be linked to a U.S.- 
Russian-Jordanian center 
set up last year in Jordan 
for monitoring a cease¬ 
fire in southwest Syria, said 
Major-General Milkahil Miz- 
intsev. 

"Active progress in this di¬ 
rection is promoted by the 
agreements reached" last 
week by President Donald 
Trump and Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin at their 
summit in Finland, he said 
Friday. 

He added that "specific 
proposals have been sent 
to the American side for or¬ 
ganizing work on the return 
of refugees to their places 
of permanent residence." 

A similar operation would 
be established in Lebanon, 
he said. 

Lebanon's National News 
Agency reported Monday 
that hundreds of refugees 
return to Syria from Leba¬ 
non. It is the latest in a string 
of returns this year. Presi¬ 
dent Michel Aoun's Free 
Patriotic Movement party 
has put refugee returns 
near the top of its political 
agenda. 

The National News Agen¬ 
cy said 850 Syrians living 
around the border town of 
Arsal were repatriated on 
Monday .□ 


CAR RENTAL 


PHt (297) 5G.1-G94J 

Address; Par,imii\t *30 (UnAn|(*1nd) 

EffuUh 

Website; www .ycvwenldli nir.i um 



PRICES: 

1 Day Rate $38.00 
3 Day’s Special $75.00 
5 Dav’s Special $135,00 
Weekly Special $169.00 



We also have Jeeps 
(Special Request} 


fBEEj 

ll&littiry £ Pit It up Servir# an spert 
Ru*id Hup 

M|m*« All our cars are NEW or FAIRLY NEW MODEM 2016/17/18 
Seninil Urher Automatic, airconditioning,power windows power!ock 












TUESDAY 24 JULY 


EWORLD NEWS 




pARltf 
iv BIRD j 


Located in Arawak Garden across from Barceid Resort in Palm Beach 
Gall (+297) 586 3659 or visit www.fishasandmoraaruba.com 


every day from 4:00 pm till 6:30 pm 


For reservations call 5863659 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

3-COURSE CHOICE MENU 


Mexico sees 16 percent rise in murders in 1st half of 2018 


By MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Homi¬ 
cides in Mexico rose by 16 
percent in the first half of 
2018, as the country again 
broke its own records for 
violence. 

The Interior Department 
said over the weekend 
there were 15,973 homi¬ 
cides in the first six months 
of the year, compared to 
13,751 killings in the same 
period of 2017. 

The number is the highest 
since comparable records 
began being kept in 1997, 
including the peak year of 
Mexico's drug war in 2011. 
At current levels, the de¬ 
partment's measure would 
put national homicides 
at 22 per 100,000 popula¬ 
tion by the end of the year 
— near the levels of Brazil 
and Colombia at 27 per 
100,000. 

Security analyst Alejandro 
Hope noted "the figures 
are horrible, but there are 
some signs that are half¬ 
way encouraging." 

For example, the growth in 
homicides seems to be flat¬ 
tening out; murders were 
up only about 4 percent 
compared to the second 
half of 2017. "The curve 
may be flattening out," 
Hope noted, though he 
cautioned it is too early to 
tell. 

Some areas, like the north¬ 
ern border state of Baja Cal¬ 
ifornia, showed big jumps in 
murder rates, which others 
saw sharp drops. 

Baja California, home to 
the border city of Tijuana, 
saw 1,463 homicides in the 
first half of the year, a 44 
percent increase over the 
same period of 2017. 



Forensics place numbers by evidence near body of a woman found dead between two cars 
parked outside a restaurant in Acapulco, Mexico, Sunday, July 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Authorities have attributed 
the spate of killings to bat¬ 
tles between the Jalisco 
and Sinaloa drug cartels 
for control of trafficking 
routes in Baja California. 
The state is now Mexico's 
second most violent, with 
a homicide rate for the 
first six months of the year 
equivalent to 71 murders 
per 100,000 inhabitants. 

By comparison, Honduras 
and El Salvador — some 
of the deadliest countries 
in the world — have homi¬ 
cide rates of around 60 per 
100,000. 

Mexico's most danger¬ 
ous state is Colima, on the 
Pacific coast, which saw 
a 27-percent rise in kill¬ 
ings and now has a homi¬ 


cide rate of about 80 per 
100,000. The Jalisco cartel is 
also active there. 

The central state of Gua¬ 
najuato, home to the colo¬ 
nial city of San Miguel Allen- 
de, saw a 122-percent in¬ 
crease in homicides, which 
were running at a rate of 
about 40 per 100,000. Au¬ 
thorities say much of the 
killing is related to gangs of 
fuel thieves who drill taps 
into government pipelines. 
But in Baja California Sur, 
home to the resorts like 
La Paz and Los Cabos, a 
stepped-up police pres¬ 
ence apparently helped 
reduce killings. The 125 ho¬ 
micides in the state were 
less than half the number 
registered in the first six 


months of 2017 and a quar¬ 
ter the number in the last 
half of 2017. Extra police 
and troops were sent in af¬ 
ter warring drug gangs in¬ 
creased killings in the state 
in 2017. 

Hope noted that in about 
half of Mexico's 32 states 
and the capital, murder 
rates didn't rise much or at 
all. "Now the growth is be¬ 
coming concentrated" in 
some areas. 

It is hard to tell why growth 
in homicide rates seem 
to have tapered off in his¬ 
torically violent states like 
Guerrero, which is home to 
more than a dozen gangs 
and is a main growing area 
for opium poppies. 

"The growth in the use of 


fentanyl could be reducing 
the harvest of opium pop¬ 
pies, and that could be 
having an effect" on mur¬ 
der rates, Hope said. 
Farmers in Guerrero say 
prices for opium paste 
have dropped to unprofit¬ 
able levels because drug 
cartels are substituting it for 
cheaper, easier to obtain 
synthetic opioids like fen¬ 
tanyl. 

Still, not all of Mexico's re¬ 
sort areas fared as well as 
Baja California Sur. 

The Caribbean coast state 
of Quintana Roo, home to 
resorts like Cancun, Tulum 
and Cozumel, saw homi¬ 
cides rise by 132 percent, 
to the equivalent of about 
35 killings per 100,000. 

The state accounts for al¬ 
most half of Mexico's na¬ 
tional tourism income. And 
Mexico has seen interna¬ 
tional resorts like Acapulco 
and Zihuatanejo dragged 
down by a reputation for 
violence in the past. 

"The can stop it (violence 
in Quintana Roo), but they 
have to take care of it very 
quickly," Hope said.Q 
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Indulge in Your Own Paradise 



EAGLE BEACH — Imagine: 
a white-sanded beach, 
blue-turquoise ocean, in¬ 
viting pool with lazy sun 
beds and an amazing 
residence where you feel 
home, no actually: it IS your 
home. A dream come true 
as you are the owner of 
a condominium at Azure 
Beach Residences, right 
on the foot of Aruba’s Ea¬ 
gle Beach, a multiple re¬ 
warded beach as the best 
in the Caribbean. Aruba 
Today spent some time 
with one of the enthusiastic 
sales representatives of this 
piece of heaven, Marinel- 
da Cataya. 

All condominiums face 
the clear blue ocean with 
the white-sandy beach¬ 
es, even the ones on the 
ground floor. Space wise 
you cannot go wrong: the 
2 -bedroom condomini¬ 
ums are 1024 sq. ft. and the 
3-bedroom units 1670 sq. ft. 
Storage is included so just 
leave your chairs and bicy¬ 
cles locked up, even when 
you rent out your units, 
rooms are offered in lock 
offs meaning your personal 


belongings stay safe in one 
locked bedroom while the 
rest of the place can be 
rented out. 

Trust & Uniqueness 

“Two infinity pools, a Ja¬ 
cuzzi area, tennis court 
and club house with gym, 
sauna, grill and pool table 
are available. Important 
to mention is that we are 
energy efficient as all units 
have double glass, we use 
a well for watering the gar¬ 
den and solar panels for 
lightning. We are most eco- 
friendly as possible”, says 
Marinelda. In her opinion 
potential buyers want to 
feel trust and that is exactly 
what Azure offers as you 
see the finished result of 
Tower I where they almost 
sold all units. “So you can 
feel comfortable with the 
investment. Unique also is 
that you will find few con¬ 
dominiums right in front of 
the beach, so your sun¬ 
set and ocean view are 
included. Your condo is 
delivered with luxury appli¬ 
ances, here you meet the 
comfort of a resort yet the 
privacy of your own place. 


Your home with the conve¬ 
nience of the resort." 


90 % Sold 

“We have the first tower 
completed since last June 
and sold already 90 per¬ 
cent, the second tower is in 
construction and already 
we sold the first condo¬ 
miniums.” Tower 1 has 45 
units on the northern and 
southern corner, we only 
have three 3- bedroom 
units, all rest has been sold 
already. Than we offer 2 
units at the upper level of 
the Clubhouse which has 
on the ground level the 
restaurant and the lobby 
and on the upper level the 
gym, area for grill and a 
pool table. Tower 2 will of¬ 
fer 60 units and we have 
just opened the inventory 
recently. “We already sold 
20 units. The Tower is sched¬ 
uled to be ready in the first 
quarter of 2020 and offers 
studios, 1-bedroom, 2-bed- 


room, 3-bedroom units and 
3- bedroom penthouses 
at the 8th floor.” Ideal for 
couples are the 1-bed- 
room units and they can 
rent them out easily, the 
occupancy is more than 80 
percent. 

“We are a preferred resi¬ 
dence, it is not a time share 
but you have benefits 
when you are member of 
preferred residence like 
unlimited golf course use, 
priority pass at airport, dis¬ 
counts of all preferred ven¬ 
ues, just like a membership 
club”, explains Marinelda. 

For more information you 
can visit the website http:// 
www.azure-aruba.com. 
The sales office is open ev¬ 
ery week day from 9 AM 
-5 PM, Saturdays 10 AM - 1 
PMO 



Harbour House is another project of this group that will be launched soon in downtown, offering 94 condominiums, just in front of Renaissance Mall. Studio’s and 2-3 
bedrooms, a 360 degrees view gym and Jacuzzi on top. Located in the former Marazul building. More information can be found at: www.Harbourhousearuba.com 
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App against harassment 



ORANJESTAD - Dutch advo¬ 
cate and expert Karin Bos¬ 
nian firmly keeps on going 
with the battle against ha¬ 
rassment at the workplace: 
book, research, workshops, 
lectures all over the world 
and even a 500k walk from 
the Trump Tower in NY to 
the White House in Wash¬ 
ington. Her latest creation 
with her foundation About 
Workplace Harassment: an 
app. 

Her latest research on sex¬ 
ual harassment on Aruba 
shows a big increase (one 
third): 56% of the workforce 
reports being a victim of 
physical sexual harassment 
at the work, compare to 
37% in her previous report. 
The percentage is even 
higher, 86%, regarding fre¬ 
quent sexual remarks or 
comments with a double 
(sexual) meaning. 

But Bosman clarifies: “It 
doesn’t mean there are 
more cases. We think the in¬ 
crease has to do with more 
with awareness because 
of the #MeToo movement. 
But also our previous inves- 
tigacion rattling the cages 
more on the subject of sex¬ 
ual harassment. People are 
more aware of unwanted 
behavior now.” 


Research on the neigh¬ 
bouring island shows even 
an increase of 50% more. 
“This is a trend noticeable 
worldwide. Even in Europe 
more people report harass¬ 
ment. People feel more 
safe and comfortable to 
report.” But Bosman ad¬ 
mits: it’s still not easy for vic¬ 
tims to talk about harass¬ 
ment experiences. “It’s the 
shame that prevents them 
sharing their story. Because 
in general we didn’t learn 
how to address these ex¬ 
periences.” 

About the app 

As mentioned she devel¬ 
oped an app as a next step 
to a solution. But as the ex¬ 
periences of victims mostly 
are very emotional ones, 
question is: why develop¬ 
ing an app. As this can be 
received as a more distant 
approach to help dealing 
with harassment. 

“The app provides a lot of 
information”, Bosman ex¬ 
plains. “Not only on sexual 
harassments but all kind of 
harassment occurring at 
the workplace. Like bully¬ 
ing which is also a big prob¬ 
lem. With the information 
we make the people more 
resilient against harassment 


and also strong enough to 
report cases.” 

Workers can report via the 
app which is not a formal 
complaint yet, but more a 
signal for help. As the app is 
not only an application but 
with a full support and pro¬ 
fessional network as back 
office, to guide and assist 
the person feeling a vic¬ 
tim of harassment at work. 
For example the ‘arbodok- 
ter’ which is a doctor spe¬ 
cialised in work related dis¬ 
eases can guide the victim 
to a solution, after reporting 
inappropriate behaviour. 
For example, the specialist 
can facilitate a session be¬ 
tween the victim and ac¬ 
cused. “In the case of bul¬ 
lying this can also mean a 
session with a whole group 
of employees.” 

Bosman continues: “So 
the app is a low level tool 
for people to address the 
situation quicker. But also it 
also motivates the employ¬ 
er to implement a policy on 
harassment in an easy way. 
And motivates workers to 
address unsafe situations 
such that the employer 
can act more quickly. The 
benefits for the employer 
are that employees stay 
healthy, lesser sick leave 
and people quitting their 
jobs.” 

One of the main motives for 
not reporting harassment 
is that most people aren't 
conscious of inappropriate 
behavior. Hence the app 
contains information also 
videos to show what is tol¬ 
erable and what not. 

What if an employee mis¬ 
uses the app to make a 
false harassment report 
on a colleague? Bosman 
explains that although the 
reports stay anonymous for 
the employer, the person 
filing the report has to put a 
name. Also in order to get 
the help from a confiden¬ 
tial advisor or doctor. 

“And filing a false report 
itself is considered harass¬ 
ment." 

Situation on Aruba 

Aruba doesn’t have a spe¬ 
cific law to enforce a safe 
and healthy workplace. 



But Bosman explains there’s 
existing regulation that ob¬ 
ligates employers to take 
care of their employees. 
“A safe and healthy work¬ 
place is not only providing 
work breaks or putting a 
helm on for protection. It’s 
also preventing work re¬ 
lated stress which is by the 
way occupational disease 
number 1.” 

But more can be done 
she admits with regulation, 
government policy but also 
labor and branch organi¬ 
sations can do more. “And 
also the employees them¬ 
selves. They have to learn 
to inform no only on salary, 
vacation days but also it 
there’s a policy on harass¬ 
ment. That’s why this app is 
important to learn an make 
workers more aware.” 

About Workplace Harass¬ 
ment and Medwork Carib¬ 
bean have joined forces to 
promote and implement 
the app on Aruba and also 
other islands in the Dutch 
Caribbean. Director of 
Medwork Ru Croes affirms 
they already have contact 
with the Labor Department 
and the response was posi¬ 
tive. 

‘Harassment is an issue, the 
department also acknowl¬ 
edges this. Each year they 
deal with dozens of cases.” 
These are reported cases 
but as the investigations 


shows: the problem is big¬ 
ger. With the app, the La¬ 
bor Department sees an 
opportunity also to collect 
data (anonymously). Be¬ 
cause they also think that 
the reported cases are just 
a tip of iceberg. 

Medwork is a company 
specialised in sick leave 
management and health 
care advice. A lot of com¬ 
panies, also the govern¬ 
ment are amongst their 
clients. “We see a lot of 
discrimination. Women for 
example getting fired be¬ 
cause they were pregnant 
but didn't told their em¬ 
ployer during hiring. They’re 
not obligated by the way 
to tell, neither is it allowed 
to fire them because of the 
pregnancy.” 

Croes also explains that 
hotels due to company 
policies which are mostly 
internationally based be¬ 
cause of the owners/ man¬ 
agement, do have proto¬ 
cols against harassment. 
However the public sector 
doesn’t have a protocol 
at all, as also the latest in¬ 
vestigation of Bosmans 
foundation shows. 85% of 
the respondents working in 
the public sector answered 
‘no’ when asked if such a 
protocol existed at work. 
Bosman comments: “It 
would be marvellous if they 
would set the example.” □ 
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• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN EREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! * 



Open daily 1 Cam to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I casinoalhamhra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card to play 
our slots from 1 Oam to 4am and 
well DOUBLE your points! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique | R-Giass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Saul Spa | The Collectables 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored Mrs. Janie Lynn Grob 

PALM BEACH — Recently, 

Darline S. de Cuba of Aru¬ 
ba Tourism Authority had 
the great pleasure to honor 
a loyal and friendly visitor 
of Aruba as Emerald Am¬ 
bassadors. 

The honoree, Mrs. Janie 
Lynn Grob, is a resident of 
New York and has been 
conning to Aruba for 36 
consecutive years. Aruba 
to her is her home away 
from home. 

The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of 
the Minister of Tourism, as 
a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba 
between 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive years. 

The ceremony took place 
at Casa del Mar where 
Mrs. Darline S. de Cuba to¬ 
gether with Mr. Bob Curtis 
of Casa del Mar handed 
out some presents to the 
honoree and thanked her 
for choosing Aruba as her 
vacation destination for so 



many years. 

Mrs. Janie Lynn Grob, stat¬ 


ed that the main reasons 
of her return to Aruba is the 
lovely weather, the people 


of Aruba and the breath¬ 
taking sunset. 


Congratulations Janie you 
hold a special place in the 
hearts of the Arubans. □ 
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Thanking Simon Gollo, for the musical gift Aruba Symphony Festival 



phony Festival will continue 
in the Ritz-Carlton Ballroom 
with a very varied program 
starting with a tango by 
Piazzola and ending with 
music by Schubert. The 
masters will play different 
instruments solo, in trio or 
quintet. Among the instru¬ 
ments featured are the 
bassoon, flute, clarinet, cel¬ 
lo, violin and others. This is 
an opportunity that no one 
should pass up. Admission 
is free, thanks to a gener¬ 
ous gesture by Mrs. Louella 
Brezovar - van Veen, direc¬ 
tor of the prestigious hotel. 
See you tonight at 8 at the 
Ritz-Carlton Ballroom. □ 


ORANJESTAD - Saturday 
night Aruba Symphony 
Festival 20018 had its long- 
awaited inaugural concert 
at the Cas di Cultura with 
two local choirs, Cantare 
and Ars Nova, and the in¬ 
ternationally renowned Pi¬ 
ano Trio Reveron. The pro¬ 
gram was indeed varied. 
Cantare consists of only 
women while Ars Nova has 
tenors and basses. They 
sang classical numbers 
of different eras, different 
genres, different parts of 
the world, including songs 
by Aruba composers Padu 
del Caribe and Rufo Wever. 
Some were interpreted a 
capella, others were ac¬ 
companied by piano, gui¬ 
tar and or cuatro. 

Although both choirs were 
short of singers who were on 
vacation, the director, Cu¬ 
ban born Mayra Kock-Gar- 
rido had a successful eve¬ 
ning by having members of 


one choir sing with the oth¬ 
er as the need emerged. 
Mozart's Ave Verum moved 
many in the audience and 
Rufo Wever's Pan Cayente 
received a deafening ap¬ 
plause. An amateur piano 
player commented to me: 
"Ana Maria's piano spoke 
sweetly in all languages". 
Piano Trio Reveron indeed 
earned the standing ova¬ 
tion and curtain call it re¬ 
ceived from a very impas¬ 
sioned audience. 

Sunday morning eight stu¬ 
dents competed in the Cas 
di Cultura for the "Clyde 
Harms" scholarship that the 
Aruba Symphony Festival 
presents to the winner ev¬ 
ery year. The prize includes, 
among others, free partici¬ 
pation and the chance to 
play solo in a concert the 
following year. 

Beginning with the violinist 
Yuko Tanaka who came 


all the way from the other 
side of our planet, Japan, 
and ending with the violin¬ 
ist Ronald Villabono, from 
our own hemisphere, all 
the competitors impressed 
the public with their high 
level of dexterity with which 
they played their musical 
instruments. Daniela Perez 
a 13 year old violinist from 
Venezuela who played two 
pieces by J. S. Bach cap¬ 
tured the hearts of all of us 
present. The American cel¬ 
list Calvin Armstrong mas¬ 
terly interpreted a piece 
from Sonata for Cello solo 
No. 8 by the Hungarian 
musicologist Zoltan Koda- 
ly, a number that's difficult 
to play, lacks melody yet 
very interesting to listen to. 
I don't envy the members 
of the jury that has to select 
a winner who will be an¬ 
nounced during the closing 
concert July 29th at Cas di 
Cultura. 

Tonight the Aruba Sym- 
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Swimmer 
Ryan Lochte 
suspended 
until July 
2019 for 
use of IV 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 

— Ryan Lochte posted a 
photo for the world to see, 
and the U.S. Anti-Doping 
Agency noticed. 

It got him suspended — 
again. 

The longtime U.S. swimming 
star has been banned from 
competition until July 2019, 
which means the 12-time 
Olympic medalist cannot 
compete as planned in 
the national champion¬ 
ships that start this week in 
California. Lochte will also 
be ineligible for other top 
meets, including the Pan 
Pacific Championships lat¬ 
er this year and next year’s 
world championships. 

"This is devastating," Lochte 
said. 

He did not take a banned 
substance. But he got an 
intravenous injection of 
vitamins in May — and 
since it exceeded 100 mil¬ 
liliters, no matter what was 
involved, he broke anti- 
doping rules. The 14-month 
ban, retroactive to May 24 
and announced Monday 
by USADA, is his second in 
less than two years follow¬ 
ing his 10-month suspen¬ 
sion for his behavior during 
a drunken incident that 
created widespread scorn 
at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro 
Olympics . "A rule is a rule 
and I accept that there is a 
technical violation," Lochte 
said. "I am hopeful other 
athletes will learn from my 
mistake and be mindful of 
this rule, as well as others." 
Lochte said he took the IV 
because both his wife and 
his son were ill and had 
recently visited hospitals, 
and that he didn't want to 
get sick as well. 

Continued on Page 20 



Washington Nationals' Bryce Harper reacts after he struck out in the third inning of a baseball game against the Atlanta Braves, 
Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Washington. 

Associated Press 
Page 22 
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Tour de France seeking more action from innovative stages 


By ANDREW DAMPF and 
JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press writers 
CARCASSONNE, France 
(AP) — Tired of watching 
cycling races where noth¬ 
ing ever seems to happen? 
The Tour de France thinks 
it has some solutions to liv¬ 
en up the action: Shorter 
mountain stages, interme¬ 
diate bonus sprints, and a 
Formula One-like grid start. 
“Spectators are becoming 
more and more demand¬ 
ing and they want to see 
real excitement,” says Luca 
Guercilena, general man¬ 
ager of the Trek-Segafredo 
team. 

“Endurance is a big part of 
cycling. But if we're able 
to mix the strain of longer 
stages with shorter legs that 
allow space for more at¬ 
tacks, a good mix could be 
the winner.” 

While mountain stages in 
the Tour are traditionally 
more than 150 kilometers 
(100 miles) or longer — 
sometimes beyond 200 kilo¬ 
meters — this Tour features 
two legs that are relative 
sprints by comparison. 
Stage 11 last week, a 
108.5-kilometer leg from 
Albertville to the La Rosiere 
ski resort, saw elite riders 
such as Alejandro Valverde 
attack from far out, forc¬ 
ing Team Sky to increase 
its pace far earlier than it 
would have liked. 

Stage 17 on Wednesday 
from Bagneres-De Luchon 
to Saint-Lary-Soulan Col 



Team Sky with Britain's Geraint Thomas, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, and Britain's 
Chris Froome, to his right, sets the pace for the pack during the fifteenth stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race over 181.5 kilometers (112.8 miles) with start in Millau and finish in Carcassonne, 
France, France, Sunday July 22, 2018. 


du Portet in the Pyrenees 
promises to be even more 
unpredictable at just 65 ki¬ 
lometers over three gruel¬ 
ing climbs, including an up¬ 
hill finish. 

“It’s not really been done 
before so it’s going to be 
tough. It's basically up, 
down, up, down, up — 2 
1/2 hours full gas racing,” 
says Geraint Thomas, the 
Team Sky rider wearing the 
yellow jersey. “I’m sure it will 
be good to watch, maybe 
not to race.” 


On longer mountain stages, 
the top-placed riders usu¬ 
ally wait until the final climb 
to swing into action, saving 
precious energy in the pre¬ 
ceding hours for what they 
hope will be a decisive at¬ 
tack with the finish line ap¬ 
proaching. 

“What eventually you want 
to see is that the race goes 
on and that the best case 
scenario is that the big boys 
make the clash between 
each other. ... It is the fu¬ 
ture of cycling, I think,” says 


Associated Press 

Tom Steels, the Quick-Step 
team sports director and a 
former rider who won nine 
Tour stages over his career. 
“In stage races, the shorter 
they are, the better it is.” 
With Sky dominating the 
Tour in recent years and 
easily chasing down any 
attacks from far out, the 
shorter stages should lessen 
the British team’s ability to 
maintain control. 

“On a 200-kilometer stage, 
riders probably won’t at¬ 
tack on the first climb. But if 


it’s 110 kilometers, anything 
can happen, even for the 
GC contenders,” says Fran¬ 
co Pellizotti, the Italian who 
at 40 is the oldest rider in 
this Tour. 

One of the downsides of 
shorter mountain stages 
is that muscular sprinters 
have a tough time keeping 
up with the leaner climbers. 
Sprinting standouts Mark 
Cavendish and Marcel Kit- 
tel each failed to make the 
time cut in Stage 11 and 
were eliminated from the 
Tour. 

But the Tour has tried to 
provide more opportunities 
for sprinters, too, by adding 
intermediate time bonuses 
in the first nine stages of this 
race. Usually placed be¬ 
tween 15 and 30 kilometers 
before the finish, the inter¬ 
mediate sprints award time 
bonuses of three, two and 
one seconds to the riders 
who cross first, second and 
third, respectively. 

“So close to the (finish), it's 
all about, ‘Do I go for it or 
not?’ Maybe if they put it 
earlier in the race it could 
have been a bigger bat¬ 
tle,” Steels says. “There is 
some interest there.” 
Another innovation, a grid 
start, will be tested in Stage 
17, the short mountain leg. 
The top 20 riders in the 
standings will start first, with 
the yellow jersey wearer in 
pole position, while lower- 
ranked riders will be forced 
to begin in four more 
groups further behind.Q 



British Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes AMG 
GP crosses the finish line of the 2018 Formula One Grand Prix 
of Germany at the Hockenheimring in Hockenheim, Germany, 
July 22, 2018. 


Formula 1 says no Miami race before 2020 


MIAMI (AP) — Plans for a 
new Formula One race in 
Miami are on hold at least 
until 2020. 

The racing series had 
hoped to stage a Miami 
grand prix in 2019 but an¬ 
nounced Monday that ne¬ 
gotiations have taken too 
long to get it on next year’s 
racing calendar. 

While calling negotiations 
“complicated,” FI manag¬ 
ing director for commercial 
operations Sean Bratches 
said the series is committed 
to keep trying to stage a 
Miami race in 2020. 

Formula One's American 


ownership group. Liberty 
Media, wants to grow the 
series in the U.S. FI has three 
races in North America in 
Austin, Texas, Montreal and 
Mexico City. 

The Miami race has been 
proposed as a street 
course, which led to con¬ 
cerns from some locals that 
it would disrupt neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

“We have always said that 
we wouldn’t compromise 
on delivering the best pos¬ 
sible race,” Bratches said. 
“If that meant waiting un¬ 
til 2020, then that was far 
more preferable than sign¬ 


ing off on a sub-optimal 
race track, just to do a 
deal.” 

The Florida race is support¬ 
ed by Miami Mayor Francis 
Suarez and Miami Dolphins 
owner Stephen Ross. 
Formula One races in cities 
across the globe but left the 
U.S. from 2008-2012. It re¬ 
turned with the U.S. Grand 
Prix in Texas at the Circuit 
of the Americas, a $300 mil¬ 
lion facility built specifically 
for FI. 

A Miami street race would 
be the first FI street race 
in the U.S. since 1991 in 
Phoenix. □ 


Associated Press 
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Troy Merritt wins rain-delayed Barbasol, gains spot in PGA 



In this July 20,2018, file photo, Troy Merritt celebrates with caddie Wayne Burch on the 18th green 
after completing the second round of the PGA Tour's Barbasol Championship golf tournament at 
Keene Trace Golf Club in Nicholasville, Ky. 

Associated Press 


By GARY B. GRAVES 
AP Sports Writer 
NICHOLASVILLE, Ky. (AP) 

— Troy Merritt briefly won¬ 
dered about trying another 
line of work as time passed 
following his initial PGA Tour 
victory more than three 
years ago. 

He can now look forward 
to two more years as a pro¬ 
fessional and participation 
in next month's PGA Cham¬ 
pionship after clutch put¬ 
ting earned him his second 
trophy. 

Merritt shot a 5-under 67 
on Monday to win the rain- 
delayed Barbasol Cham¬ 
pionship by one stroke. He 
led or shared the lead after 
each round. This was his 
second career PGA Tour 
victory and came with a 
spot in the PGA Champion¬ 
ship at Bellerive in St. Louis. 
A pretty nice payoff for 
renewed dedication that 
helped him keep his tour 
card after struggling to fol¬ 
low up his 2015 Quicken 
Loans National victory. 

"You always ask yourself, is 
this the time to move on?" 
said Merritt, who earned 
$630,000 and 300 FedEx 
Cup points with the victory. 


He also is exempt through 
the 2019-20 season. 

"To get a win like this late in 
the season and move up to 
No. 65 on the points list and 
secure a job for two more 
years, it's a pretty good 
feeling." 

The win highlights a good 


run for Merritt, who is 34-un- 
der par in his last seven 
rounds dating back to the 
second round of lasf week's 
John Deere Classic. He tied 
for 43rd. 

Merritt was one of four play¬ 
ers tied for the lead at 18 
under when the round at 


Barbasol began. He made 
five birdies, including an 
eagle on the par-4 eighth 
hole, to stay in contention. 
Consecutive birdies on Nos. 
14 and 15 at the Champi¬ 
ons Trace at Keene Trace 
Golf Club put him into the 
lead before he finished with 


pars for a 23-under 265. 

"We knew it was going to 
take a lot of birdies to get 
the job done, but we didn't 
focus on any final number," 
Merritt said. "We just contin¬ 
ued to do our best on each 
shot and counted them up 
at the end, and it was one 
shot in the positive for us." 
Billy Horschel (67), Richy 
Werenski (66) and Tom 
Lovelady (68) were a stroke 
behind. J.T. Poston was fifth 
at 21 under, with Brian Gay 
sixth at 20 under. 

The Monday finish was the 
PGA Tour's second this sea¬ 
son and first since Jason 
Day won the Farmers Insur¬ 
ance Open in January on 
the sixth playoff hole. 

The final round had a play¬ 
off feel as well, with Mer¬ 
ritt, Robert Streb, six-time 
PGA Tour winner Hunter 
Mahan and Lovelady tied 
for the lead. Competition 
remained tight as the lead¬ 
ers dealt with a course left 
mushy by steady showers. 
Merritt passed the down¬ 
time by watching the final 
round of the British Open 
and used the rest to play 
his way into the final major 
of the seasonO 


Furyk not ready to commit to 
taking Woods for Ryder Cup 



Tiger Woods of the US walks onto the 18th green during the 
final round for the 147th British Open Golf championships in 
Carnoustie, Scotland, Sunday, July 22, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
CARNOUSTIE, Scotland 
(AP) — Ryder Cup captain 
Jim Furyk says it was fun to 
watch Tiger Woods con¬ 
tend at the British Open 
and briefly take the lead 
in the final round. Whether 
that means Woods is a lock 
for the U.S. team is still to be 
determined. 

"I'm going to handle him 
the way I do everyone 
else," Furyk said Monday 
before boarding a flight for 
the Canadian Open. "I'll ask 
my top eight guys. The way 
he's playing, he might be 
one of them. I'll ask the vice 
captains, collectively, and 
I think we'll do the best we 
can to round out the team. 
We want the guys playing 
the best." 

Woods moved from No. 31 
to No. 20 in the Ryder Cup 
standings with two tourna¬ 


ments remaining before 
the top eight qualify for 
the Sept. 28-30 matches in 
Paris. Points are based on 
money, and the two events 
left for Woods — a World 
Golf Championship and 
PGA Championship — offer 
two of the largest purses. 
Woods already has been 
appointed an assistant 
captain, just as he was at 
Hazeltine two years ago. 
He has hinted at being a 
playing assistant. 

He has played just 12 events 
that offer Ryder Cup points, 
about half as many tourna¬ 
ments as most American 
prospects. 

Woods had the lead for 
three holes at Carnoustie 
until a double bogey at No. 
11, and he wound up tied 
for sixth. It at least moved 
him to No. 50 in the world 
ranking, making him eligible 


for the $10 million Bridges¬ 
tone Invitational next week 
at Firestone, where he has 
won eight times. 

Furyk looked at more than 
just Woods. 

Over the weekend at Car¬ 
noustie, no fewer than sev¬ 
en players had a chance 
to move into the top eight 
in the standings — Woods, 
Xander Schauffele, Kevin 
Kisner, Kevin Chappell, 
Tony Finau, Zach Johnson 
and Matt Kuchar. 

"We had a lot of guys in 
pretty good form," Furyk 
said. "Flip over to Tiger, you 
look at him because he's Ti¬ 
ger, and he's earned a lot 
of attention. ... I loved see¬ 
ing him play well. I loved 
seeing him jump to 20th. It's 
fun to watch. But we'll han¬ 
dle him like everyone else." 
Furyk was a vice captain 
under Davis Love III at Ha¬ 


zeltine in 2016 and was un¬ 
der consideration for one 
of the four captain's picks. 
He was involved in frank 
discussions with the cap¬ 
tain, and he sees this situa¬ 
tion — if it comes down to 
that — unfolding the same 
way. 

Furyk said a big part of his 
decision on captain’s picks 
would be matching play¬ 
ers with the course at Le 


Golf National, where the 
matches will be played. 
Furyk and a few Americans 
took a scouting trip on the 
weekend before the Brit¬ 
ish Open. He said Finau 
played the course mainly 
with a 3-iron, and Justin 
Thomas hit only seven driv¬ 
ers over 72 holes during the 
French Open. 

"It's a good second-shot 
golf course," he said.Q 
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In this Tuesday, Aug. 9, 2016, file photo. United States' Ryan 
Lochte checks his time in a men's 4x200-meter freestyle heat at 
the 2016 Summer Olympics, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


RYAN LOCHTE 
Continued from Page 17 

He said the IV contained 
B-12 and other vitamins 
that could be purchased 
at any pharmacy. 

He and his wife both got IV 
infusions in Gainesville, Flor¬ 
ida, he said, to bolster their 
immune systems. 

"I've been swimming my 
whole life and I've been 
monitored by USADA for 
my entire competitive ca¬ 
reer," Lochte said. "I have 
never taken a prohibited 
substance. I have never 
attempted to gain any ad¬ 
vantage over my compe¬ 
tition by putting anything 
illegal in my body. I would 
never do that." 

In Brazil, he there were 
questions about his version 
of what happened. 

This time, he revealed what 
happened — obviously un¬ 
aware of the ramifications 
it would bring. 

Lochte's violation came to 
light when he posted the 
photo of him getting the 
IV on his social media ac¬ 
counts. That triggered the 
USADA investigation, one 


that Lochte "fully cooperat¬ 
ed" with according to U.S. 
officials. 

"Lochte received an in¬ 
travenous infusion of per¬ 
mitted substances at an 
infusion clinic," the USADA 
announcement of the sus¬ 
pension said. Under most 
circumstances, athletes 
cannot receive IVs unless 
related to a hospitalization 
or when allowed under 
the terms of a USADA-ap- 
proved exemption — and 
Lochte fell into neither of 
those categories. 
Suspensions for use of an IV 
are extremely rare: The USA¬ 
DA database shows only 
two other athletes being 
sanctioned for using such a 
method, one of them get¬ 
ting a six-month suspension 
and the other a 14-month 
ban, just like Lochte. That 
same database shows that 
before Monday, no other 
U.S. swimmer in the last 10 
years, for any reason in¬ 
cluding actual positive 
tests, had been suspended 
for more than one year by 
USADA. 

This week could have been 


a significant step forward 
for Lochte, who was en¬ 
tered in four events at the 
U.S. championships at Ir¬ 
vine, California and was 
preparing to compete in 
what would have been his 
biggest competition since 
the Rio Games. Lochte said 
that he and three other U.S. 
Olympic swimmers there 
were robbed at gunpoint 
at a gas station, a story that 
quickly unraveled. 

The investigation in Brazil 
is continuing, and Lochte 
said it's "concerning" to him 


that a court there recently 
decided that he could still 
face prosecution for filing a 
false report. 

Lochte was not only sus¬ 
pended 10 months for that 
debacle, but also forfeited 
$100,000 in Olympic med¬ 
al bonus money and was 
banned from competing 
in last year's national and 
world championships. 

And now, he's back in hot 
water. USADA agreed to 
start the 14-month clock 
on May 24, the day that 
he posted the photo that 


no longer can be found 
on his Instagram page. He 
reiterated Monday that 
he wants to compete in 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, 
though those hopes would 
seem to be in at least some 
doubt now. 

"I should know better," 
Lochte said. Lochte spent 
much of his career por¬ 
traying a party-boy image, 
while his wildly successful 
exploits in the pool — six 
Olympic golds, 36 world 
championship gold med¬ 
als, no fewer than four 
world records — were al¬ 
ways overshadowed by 28- 
time Olympic medalist and 
23-time Olympic champion 
Michael Phelps. After Rio, 
Lochte was dropped by at 
least four major sponsors 
including Speedo USA and 
Ralph Lauren, though he 
has added some endorse¬ 
ment deals since. He was 
also apparently targeted 
by two men wearing t-shirts 
bearing an anti-Lochte 
message rushed the stage 
while he was competing 
on ABC's "Dancing with the 
Stars.'O 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood, Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available}.To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
(297J-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years} of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 
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With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM A SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


2-5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET SAIL 

5:30'7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Sale wins 5th straight start, leads Red Sox over Tigers 9-1 



Boston Red Sox starting pitcher Chris Sale throws during the first inning of a baseball game against 
the Detroit Tigers, Sunday, July 22, 2018, in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 

Chris Sale struck out nine in 
six scoreless innings to win 
his fifth consecutive start, 
and Jackie Bradley Jr. hit 
a three-run homer and the 
Boston Red Sox beat the 
Detroit Tigers 9-1 victory on 
Sunday for their 19th win in 
23 games. 

Sale (11-4) allowed two hits, 
lowered his ERA to an AL- 
best 2.13 and won his sixth 
straight decision. 

Blaine Hardy (3-3) gave 
up four runs and five hits in 
three-plus innings. 
ATHLETICS 6, GIANTS 5 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 
Jeurys Familia got the win 
in his Oakland debut when 
Marcus Semien scored 
from second base on Matt 
Chapman's infield chopper 
in the 10th inning. 

A day after he was ac¬ 
quired from the Mets, Fa¬ 
milia (1-0) allowed one hit 
in two scoreless innings. 

Khris Davis and Matt Olson 
each homered twice. Ty 
Blach (6-6) was the loser. 
ANGELS 14, ASTROS 5 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Mike Trout drove in a team¬ 
mate for the first time in 
more than a month, hom¬ 
ering to cap a seven-run 
burst in seventh inning. 

Trout hit his 26th home run, 
a drive off Chris Deven- 
ski that followed Andrel- 
ton Simmons' single. Trout's 
only RBIs since June 19 had 
been a pair of solo homers. 
Andrew Heaney (6-6) won 
his fourth consecutive 
home start, allowing one 
run, four hits and two walks 
in six innings. 

Lance McCullers Jr. (10-5) 
gave up five runs, six hits 
and five walks in 4 1/3 in¬ 
nings. 

BLUE JAYS 5, ORIOLES 4 
TORONTO (AP) — Yanger- 


vis Solarte hit a go-ahead, 
two-run homer in the eighth 
inning off Tanner Scott (1- 
2), and Toronto rallied from 
a 4-1 deficit to complete 
a three-game sweep. The 
Blue Jays are 9-1 against 
the Orioles this season, in¬ 
cluding seven straight wins. 
Baltimore has lost 20 of its 
last 25 games and is a big 
league-worst 28-72. The Ori¬ 
oles were swept in a three- 
game series for the eighth 
time this season and have 
been swept in three four- 
game series, including at 
Toronto in early June. 

John Axford (4-1) won de¬ 
spite allowing two runs in 
the eighth. Tyler Clippard 
finished for his seventh 
save. 

ROYALS 5, TWINS 3 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 
Slow-footed catcher Drew 
Butera broke a 2-2 tie with 
a three-run, inside-the-park 
home run off Zach Duke (3- 
4) when center fielder Jake 
Cave failed in his attempt 
to make a diving catch in 
the seventh inning. 

Kansas City swept a series 
for the first time since last 
July 24-26 at Detroit. 

Brad Keller (3-4) struck out a 
career-high eight in seven- 
plus innings, allowing three 
runs and three hits. Wily Per¬ 
alta got three outs for his 
fourth save. 

RANGERS 5, INDIANS 0 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) — 
Rougned Odor drove in 
three runs, Ryan Rua hit a 
two-run homer and Texas 
withstood the heat on a 
108-degree afternoon to 
stop a four-game losing 
streak. Yovani Gallardo 
(4-1) and three relievers 
combined on a five-hitter 
against the AL Central 
leader, which had out- 
scored Texas 25-11 in the 


first two games of the series. 
Mike Clevinger (7-6) lost his 
third straight start, allowing 
two runs, four hits and four 
walks in 6 2/3 innings. 
MARINERS 8, WHITE SOX 2 
SEATTLE (AP) — Ryon Healy 


hit a pair of three-run hom¬ 
ers for a career-best six RBIs,. 
Healy homered in a five-run 
first off Reynaldo Lopez (4- 
8) and in the eighth against 
Hector Santiago, giving him 
20 homers and 53 RBIs this 


season. 

Marco Gonzales (11-5) won 
his fourth consecutive start, 
allowing two runs and four 
hits in 6 1/3 innings. He did 
not give up a hit or a walk 
in the first five innings.Q 
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Kemp goes deep twice. Dodgers blow out Brewers 11-2 



Milwaukee Brewers' Zach Davies walks back to the mound after giving up a home run to Los 
Angeles Dodgers' Matt Kemp during the third inning of a baseball game Sunday, July 22, 2018, in 
Milwaukee. 


The Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Manny 
Machado had a double 
to drive in his first run since 
he was acquired from Bal¬ 
timore, Matt Kemp hit a 
pair of solo homers off Brenf 
Suter (8-7) and Chris Taylor 
had three RBIs for the NL 
West leaders. 

Alex Wood (6-5) won his 
fifth straight decision, allow¬ 
ing two runs, five hits and 
three walks in six innings. 
Milwaukee has lost eight of 
nine, dropping 3 1 /2 games 
behind fhe NL Central¬ 
leading Cubs. 

CUBS 7, CARDINALS 2 
CHICAGO (AP) — Matt 
Carpenter’s streak of con¬ 
secutive games with home 
runs ended at six as Jose 
Quintana (9-6) allowed two 
runs and six hits in seven in¬ 
nings. 

Kyle Schwarber hit a tie¬ 
breaking solo homer off 
Mike Mayers (2-1) wifh fwo 
outs in the sixth. 

St. Louis has lost seven of 11. 
PADRES 10, PHILLIES 2 
PHILLIES 5, PADRES 0 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Vince 
Velasquez (6-8) allowed 
two hits over seven in¬ 
nings, struck out seven and 
walked one to gain the 
split and Philadelphia wid¬ 
ened its NL East lead to one 
game over second-place 
Atlanta. 

Odubel Herrera hit a solo 
homer in the fourth against 
Luis Perdomo (1-5). After 
a pair of batters reached 


against Perdomo in the 
seventh, Carlos Santana hit 
a bloop run-scoring single 
against Phil Maton and 
Rhys Hoskins added his sec¬ 
ond homer of the day and 
16th this season, a three- 
run drive. 

Freddy Galvis was 6 for 11 
with four RBIs in the series. 
He spent six seasons with 
the Phillies before he was 
dealt to San Diego in De¬ 
cember for right-hander 
Enyel De Los Santos. 

Tyson Ross (6-8) allowed 
two runs and five hits in five 
innings in the opener. He 
had been 0-5 in seven starts 
since beating Cincinnati on 
June 3, losing his previous 
three outings. 


Nick Pivetta (6-8) gave up 
six runs — four earned — 
and eight hits in 5 1/3 in¬ 
nings. 

PIRATES 9, REDS 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Corey 
Dickerson homered for the 
fourth time in three days, 
and Pittsburgh extended 
a winning streak to nine 
for the first time since June 
2013. 

Dickerson and Starling Mar- 
te hit consecutive homers 
in a four-run second off 
Matt Harvey (5-6), who al¬ 
lowed eight runs and eight 
hits in 3 2/3 innings 
Dickerson went 4 for 5 and 
finished fhe series wifh 21 
tofal bases, helping the 
Pirates outscore the Reds 


Associated Press 

by a combined 27-5. Last- 
place Cincinnati has lost 
four in a row. 

Ivan Nova (6-6) allowed 
two runs and five hits in 6 
2/3 innings, improving to 
4-1 in his last eight starts. He 
also singled to stop his hit¬ 
less slide at 63 at-bats. 
NATIONALS 6 , BRAVES 2 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Bryce 
Harper homered and Max 
Scherzer (13-5) won his third 
straight start, striking out 
seven in six innings while al¬ 
lowing two runs and eight 
hits. 

Kelvin Herrera got five outs 
for his first save with Wash¬ 
ington, and Anthony Ren¬ 
don had two hits and drove 
in two runs. 


The start of fhe game was 
delayed 1 hour, 55 minufes 
by rain, and another down¬ 
pour stopped play for al¬ 
most 100 minutes between 
the sixth and seventh in¬ 
nings. 

Mike Foltynewicz (7-6) 
gave up four runs and nine 
hits over 5 2/3 innings. 

RAYS 6, MARLINS 4 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— Pinch-hitter Daniel Rob¬ 
ertson connected for a 
game-ending grand slam 
off Kyle Barraclough (0-4). 
Tampa Bay right-hander 
Chris Archer struck out 13 in 
six innings. But he allowed 
four runs, three earned, 
and eight hits in front of 
scouts from several playoff 
contenders. Adam Kolarek 
(1-0) allowed one hit in two 
scoreless innings. 
DIAMONDBACKS 6, ROCK¬ 
IES 1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Zack Gre- 
inke (11-5) allowed two hits 
and struck out a season- 
high 13 in eight innings to 
stop Colorado’s seven- 
game winning streak and 
move ahead of the Rock¬ 
ies back into second in the 
NL West, V /2 games behind 
the Dodgers. 

Nick Ahmed drove in three 
runs with a two-run triple 
and bases-loaded walk. 
Antonio Senzatela (3-3), 
activated from the dis¬ 
abled list after recovering 
from a finger blister, gave 
up four runs and five hits in 
5 1 /3 inningsO 


Cespedes has MRI and is examined by foot specialist 



New York Mets’ Yoenis Cespedes connects for a base hit against 
the New York Yankees during the sixth inning of a baseball 
game, Friday, July 20, 2018, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Mets 
outfielder Yoenis Cespedes 
had an MRI and was exam¬ 
ined by a specialist in an ef¬ 
fort to determine whether 
he needs surgery on both 
feet that would sideline him 
for 8-to-10 months. 

“I guess what we're look¬ 
ing to find ouf is if it has pro¬ 
gressed to the point where 
it’s something that cannot 
be managed with the con¬ 
servative treatment that 
we’ve been using,” Mets 
assistant general manager 
John Ricco said Monday. 
Cespedes homered in Fri¬ 
day night’s victory at the 


Yankees in his return from 
the DL after missing two 
months with a strained right 
hip flexor. Cespedes has 
nof played since, and New 
York was awaiting a report 
and recommendation from 
the doctors at the Hospital 
for Special Surgery. 

Ricco said the Mets were 
aware of the foot prob¬ 
lem when they acquired 
Cespedes from Defroif in 
July 2015. The 32-year-old 
has been treated with an¬ 
ti-inflammatory medica¬ 
tion, stretching exercised 
and orthotics. The decision 
whether to have surgery is 
complicated. 

“The club has some say. 


and our doctors have a lot 
of say, but in a case like this 
where part of it is the pain 
threshold, the patient has 
to have some say as well,” 
Ricco explained. 

“And so that's something 
we're going to discuss with 
the doctors. And I know one 
thing, Yoenis wants to play 
baseball. So if he can play, 
and we saw him the other 
night, even with the pain 
he’s a difference-making- 
type guy, I know he wants 
to be out there. As long as 
the doctors think he’s ca¬ 
pable of doing if and if he 
can play through the pain, 
we’ll have to make that 
decision as a group.”□ 
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Browns’ Gordon missing camp 
to deal with addiction recovery 



In this June 5, 2018, file photo, Cleveland Browns wide receiver 
Josh Gordon warms up during the team’s organized team 
activity at its NFL football training facility, in Berea, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


By TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Days 
before opening train¬ 
ing camp, the Cleveland 
Browns learned Josh Gor¬ 
don will be missing again. 
For how long remains un¬ 
clear. 

The troubled wide receiver, 
who has been suspended 
numerous times over the 
past six years by the NFL 
for drug violations, said on 
Twitter that he won’t be 
with the team for the start 
of camp as he continues 
to recover from addic¬ 
tions that have derailed his 
once-promising career. 
Gordon has missed two full 
years after being indefinite¬ 
ly suspended by Commis¬ 
sioner Roger Goodell and 
hasn’t played a complete 
season since 2013, when 
he led the league in yards 
receiving and scored nine 
touchdowns. 

While Gordon’s social me¬ 
dia post was vague, NFL 
spokesman Brian McCarthy 
said the 27-year-old has not 
been suspended. 

“We will address the matter 
at the appropriate time,” 
McCarthy said in an email 
to The Associated Press, 
adding “there’s no time¬ 
table” on Gordon's return. 


Gordon's disclosure came 
as the Browns are prepar¬ 
ing to begin camp under 
coach Hue Jackson follow¬ 
ing a 0-16 season. 

The team overhauled its 
roster during the offsea¬ 
son, adding former Buffalo 
quarterback Tyrod Taylor, 
Pro Bowl receiver Jarvis 
Landry and a few other 
potential starters in trades 
before drafting Heisman 
Trophy-winning QB Baker 
Mayfield with the first over¬ 
all pick. Gordon had been 
a major part of Cleveland’s 
plans for 2018, but those 
could now be on hold. 

In recent weeks, rumors that 
Gordon failed a drug test 
circulated on social media. 
But it wasn’t until he posted 
his message Monday that it 
became known he could 
be sidelined again. 

“I am reaching out to you 
all personally and letting 
you know that I am not 
only doing great physically 
but mentally as well," Gor¬ 
don wrote in a statement 
directed to “my Cleveland 
Browns and NFL Family.” 
“You will notice that I will 
not be in Cleveland for the 
start of training camp. Rest 
assured, this, too, is a part 
of my overall health and 
treatment plan. I appreci¬ 


ate the awesome support I 
have received from team¬ 
mates, friends, fans, and 
the Browns organization. 
Just like you, I am excited 
to start the season and I 
have every intention of be¬ 
ing ready and available to 
join my teammates soon to 
help bring winning football 
to our fans." 

Gordon later followed up 
with a tweet that said, 
“Thanks again.. See ya 
soon.” 

Because he is in Stage 3 of 
the NFL’s substance-abuse 
program, Gordon is subject 
to random drug testing. He 
faces another indefinite 
suspension for any viola¬ 
tion. Gordon has missed 
43 of Cleveland’s past 48 
games because of suspen¬ 
sions. Last year, he was 
reinstated by Goodell fol¬ 
lowing a three-month stay 
in a rehab facility. He re¬ 
turned for the Browns’ final 
five games and caught 18 
passes for 335 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Before he returned, Gor¬ 
don revealed the depths of 
his substance abuse, say¬ 
ing he had never played in 
an NFL game sober. 
Gordon participated in 
Cleveland’s offseason pro¬ 
grams, and the team has 


been encouraged by his 
commitment to staying 
clean and active. 

Browns general manager 
John Dorsey said the team 
has Gordon’s back. 

“We will continue to sup¬ 
port Josh as he receives the 
care needed to maintain 
his progress,” Dorsey said. 
“We are going to respect 
his privacy while he is away 
from the team. Josh will be 
placed on the non-football 
illness reserve list until he is 
ready to return.” 

Cleveland will have its first 
practice Thursday. Gor¬ 
don's announcement is an¬ 
other blow to an organiza¬ 
tion trying to rebuild follow¬ 
ing numerous losing sea¬ 
sons. The Browns haven’t 
been to the playoffs since 


2002 and have lost at least 
10 games in 15 seasons 
since 1999. 

During minicamp last 
month, Gordon claimed to 
be in the best shape of his 
life and boasted that with 
he and Landry, the Browns 
had the league's best re¬ 
ceiving corps. 

Gordon also said he felt 
fortunate to be getting an¬ 
other chance. 

“Right now for me it’s a 
bunch of the small victories 
day to day, just being able 
to come to work,” he said 
on June 12. “Like the little, 
little things. Having some 
structure in my life." 

Gordon has played in just 
40 career games since the 
Browns selected him in the 
2012 supplemental draft.Q 


Johnny Manziel traded from Hamilton to Montreal 



In this Thursday, July 19, 2018, file photo, Hamilton Tiger-Cats 
quarterback Johnny Manziel looks on from the sideline during 
second-half CFLfootball game action against the Saskatchewan 
Roughriders in Hamilton, Ontario. 


MONTREAL (AP) — Johnny 
Manziel is headed to the 
Montreal Alouettes in a re¬ 
union with the coach who 
recruited him to Texas A&M. 
The Canadian Football 
League team acquired 
the former Heisman Trophy 
from the Hamilton Tiger- 
Cats in a blockbuster trade 
Sunday. 

“I look forward to reunit¬ 
ing with Johnny again and 
working with him,” first-year 
Montreal coach Mike Sher¬ 
man, the former Green Bay 
coach and GM who lured 
Manziel to College Station, 
told the Montreal Gazette. 
Montreal also got offensive 
linemen Tony Washington 
and London Rice from the 
Tiger-Cats for defensive 
end Jamaal Westerman, 
wide receiver Chris Williams 


and first-round draft picks in 
2020 and 2021. 

The Alouettes made the 
move a day after starting 
quarterback Drew Willy sus¬ 
tained his second injury of 


Associated Press 

the season. Montreal back¬ 
up Jeff Mathews also is out 
with a foot injury, leaving 
third-stringer Matt Shiltz to 
play the final three quarters 
Saturday night in a 25-8 loss 


at Calgary. 

“We have acquired an ex¬ 
ceptional quarterback with 
undeniable talent," Alou¬ 
ettes general manager 
Kavis Reed said in a state¬ 
ment in a team release. 
“With his great mobility, his 
athletic abilities and his in¬ 
stinct we believe that he 
will have a positive impact 
on our offence. London 
Rice and Tony Washington 
are two skilled players that 
will considerably solidify our 
offensive line." 

Making a comeback af¬ 
ter being released by the 
Cleveland Browns in March 
2016, Manziel was unable 
to get on the field in Ham¬ 
ilton behind starter Jeremi¬ 
ah Masoli. In two preseason 
games, the former Texas 
&M star was 21 of 32 for 168 


yards and a touchdown. 
“Professional salute & re¬ 
spect for @Ticats @ticat- 
mitchell &Coach Jones for 
doing the rgt thing.Thank 
y’all for the opp &great luck 
in future!" Manziel's agent, 
Erik Burkhardt, tweeted 
Sunday night. 

Montreal (1-4) hosts Ed¬ 
monton on Thursday night. 
The Alouettes have scored 
a CFL-low 69 points and al¬ 
lowed a league-high 148. 
“This is a move both Kavis 
Reed and I felt we needed 
to make at this time," Sher¬ 
man said. “Neither one 
of us believes in the status 
quo and felt we needed to 
shake things up. Johnny is 
someone we believe can 
elevate one of the most 
important positions on our 
team.’O 
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Mystery: Who bought websites implying U.S. senators 'for sale' 



In this Jan. 21,2018 file photo, lights shine inside the U.S. Capitol Building as nightfalls in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By TAMI ABDOLLAH 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Doz¬ 
ens of web addresses im¬ 
plying U.S. senators were 
"for sale" have been qui¬ 
etly and mysteriously 
purchased online, amid 
heightened concerns on 
Capitol Hill that foreign 
agents — especially Rus¬ 
sians — might be trying to 
meddle in upcoming mid¬ 
term elections. 

An Associated Press inves¬ 
tigation found the respon¬ 
sible party: Democrats. 

The Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee ac¬ 
knowledged to the AP that 
it had quietly purchased 
the addresses, which use 
a new internet suffix "tor- 
sale," in March for at least 
27 incumbent senators fac¬ 
ing re-election this fall and 
in 2020, without telling the 
senators. The cybersecurity 
director for the sergeant- 
at-arms, the highest-rank¬ 
ing U.S. law enforcement 
officer in the Senate, has 
been looking into the mat¬ 
ter. 

The addresses now con¬ 
trolled by the Democratic 
political group include the 
names of mostly Demo¬ 
crats but some prominent 
Republicans, too. The 
group masked its role in the 
purchase to ensure its iden¬ 
tity as the buyer remained 
anonymous. The current 
price for such addresses, 
with a privacy guard, is 
roughly $18 each. 

"It's a routine campaign 
practice to purchase URLs 
to stop bad actors from 
getting them, and if we 
eventually decided to de¬ 
velop a URL into a web¬ 
site then there would be a 
clear disclosure of who was 
operating it," said Lauren 
Passalacqua, communica¬ 
tions director at the DSCC. 
Buying politically-related 
web addresses to use them 
later online — or prevent ri¬ 
val campaigns from using 
them — has been a routine 
practice for decades. But 
Washington has been trans¬ 
fixed by criminal charges 
filed against Russian mili¬ 
tary officers accused of se¬ 
cretly meddling in the 2016 
presidential campaign, ac¬ 
cused by federal prosecu¬ 
tors of setting up websites 


like DCLeaks.com and us¬ 
ing anonymous Twitter ac¬ 
counts to peddle embar¬ 
rassing information about 
U.S. politicians. 

U.S. intelligence chief Dan 
Coats has cautioned that 
the "warning lights are 
blinking red" and that "the 
digital infrastructure that 
serves this country is literally 
under attack." 

The mysterious "forsale" pur¬ 
chases set off alarms. AP's 
review found roughly 280 
political web addresses 
registered under the "forsa¬ 
le" domain, targeting Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, the 
GOP, Supreme Court and 
National Rifle Association, 
as well as individual Dem¬ 
ocrats and Republicans. 
The Democratic Senato¬ 
rial Campaign Committee 
said it was responsible for 
at least 27 of them target¬ 
ing U.S. senators and didn't 
provide further details. 

"In this particular atmo¬ 
sphere, anything along 
these lines is concerning, 
because there's so much 
opportunity for malicious 
use of the internet, partic¬ 
ularly in campaigns," said 
Sen. Angus King, l-Maine, 
before AP solved the mys¬ 
tery. King declined to com¬ 
ment after learning from 
AP that Democrats were 
responsible. 

The latest actions show 
how lines and motives in 
American politics can blur 
among foreign adversaries. 


U.S. dirty-tricksters, prank¬ 
sters or speculators hoping 
eventually to sell the web 
addresses to campaigns 
or their rivals. None of the 
addresses for the senators 
appears to be associated 
with an operational web¬ 
site, obscuring motives for 
future uses. Unlike in cases 
where so-called squatters 
register web addresses 
they hope to sell for profit, 
there were no indications 
the addresses were being 
made available for resale 
or populated with ads to 
make money. 

Tim Groeling, an expert on 
political communication 
and new media at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Los An¬ 
geles, said the anonymity 
sought by the Democratic 
group was what troubled 
him. The identities of who¬ 
ever registered the websites 
were purposefully masked. 
He said it's common for 
campaigns to purchase 
permutations of candidate 
names defensively and to 
use offensively against po¬ 
litical opponents. 

"The lack of transparency 
is both concerning from a 
standpoint of the potential 
for other governments to 
do this type of thing and 
not be revealed, and our 
domestic politics," Gro¬ 
eling said. "I'm a big fan of 
transparency. I think a lot 
of things can be fixed with 
sunlight." 

The addresses use the new 


internet suffix "forsale" first 
made available in 2015 
and intended to help con¬ 
sumers sell unwanted items 
without paying auction 
sites. The addresses the 
Democrats registered in¬ 
cluded the names of Sens. 
Bob Casey, D-Pa.; Claire 
McCaskill, D-Mo.; King; 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass.; 
Ted Cruz, R-Texas; Heidi 
Heitkamp, D-N.D.; Bernie 
Sanders, l-Vt.; Roger Wick¬ 
er, R-Miss. and Dean Heller, 
R-Nev. 

The technology infrastruc¬ 
ture of the U.S. Senate and 
its offices around the coun¬ 
try are the responsibility of 
the sergeant at arms. Terry 
Gainer, who previously 
served as sergeant at arms 
until 2014, said that if he 
had learned of the myste¬ 
rious addresses in the cur¬ 
rent political environment, 
he would have his cyber¬ 
security officer as well as 
the Capitol Police made 
aware. He said he would 
also ask the Secret Service 
and FBI to investigate. 

"I don't believe in coinci¬ 
dences, and again, what's 
been going on since the 
whole Russian intrusions, 
there'd be much more sen¬ 
sitivity about taking a look 
at this," Gainer said. 

It was unclear who pur¬ 
chased the addresses tar¬ 
geting the NRA, GOP and 
others. Internet records 
showed they were pur¬ 
chased anonymously hours 


before the Democrats 
bought the ones with the 
senators' names, and with¬ 
in seconds of each other. 
The address implying the 
Supreme Court was for sale 
was purchased last month. 
"It's no different from dot- 
sucks," said Paul Vixie, a 
highly regarded computer 
scientist who helped de¬ 
sign the system of internet 
addresses currently in use. 
"Social commentary has 
always thrived on the in¬ 
ternet, due to reach and 
cost issues. These politicians 
are right to reserve those 
names, but wrong if they 
think other domains only 
slightly less clean won't ap¬ 
pear." 

Warren's staff declined 
to comment, as did Mc- 
Caskill's and Cruz's. Heller, 
Casey, Heitkamp, Sand¬ 
ers and Wicker did not re¬ 
spond to questions. The 
GOP, DNC and NRA also 
did not respond to ques¬ 
tions from the AP. 

The U.S. Senate Sergeant 
at Arms Office declined to 
comment on the "active 
defense" of its system. 
Politicians and celebrities, 
especially, have trademark 
rights to their own names, 
and can file a complaint 
and request arbitration 
through the World Intellec¬ 
tual Property Organization 
or the National Arbitration 
Forum with whoever reg¬ 
istered the website, ac¬ 
cording to Alexander Ur- 
belis, a partner at the New 
York-based Blackstone Law 
Group who detected the 
new registrations. 

"It's a really nutty thing to 
do unilaterally because it's 
going to set off alarm bells," 
Urbelis said. 

Rick Tyler, a longtime Re¬ 
publican political consul¬ 
tant, said such website 
purchases are typical cam¬ 
paign tactics. He said third 
parties, like super PACs, 
are often used so the cam¬ 
paigns themselves appear 
virtuous. 

"Ultimately in all of this, with 
the Russian meddling and 
the fake news ... it gets 
very confusing," Tyler said. 
"I think the information con¬ 
sumer has to just beware, 
they have to learn to dis¬ 
cern what is true, and what 
is not.'Q 
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Opal 223 Surfside Residences 
4 bed/ 3 bath w lock off apartment 
steps from community pool 


Salina Cerca 37B 

5 bedroom home w private pool close 
to high rise hotels 


Caya Ritmo 35M 

4 bedroom home perfect location 
near Eagle beach & supermarkets 


Rooi Santo 25M 

4 bed/4 bath w pool, gym, 
& outdoor kitchen 


$ 449 , 000.00 


$729,000.00 


$355,000.00 


$674,150.00 


Banks lead stocks slightly higher, reversing morning slide 



Trader James Dresch works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Monday, July 23, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

U.S. stocks veered slightly 
higher in afternoon trad¬ 
ing Monday as the market 
recovered from an early 
slide. Banks accounted for 
much of the market’s gains 
as bond yields rose, point¬ 
ing to higher interest rates 
on consumer loans. Auto¬ 
makers, retailers and indus¬ 
trial companies declined. 
Investors were focused on 
corporate America as the 
busiest week of the earn¬ 
ings reporting season got 
underway. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 index rose 4 points, or 
0.2 percent, to 2,806 as of 
1:30 p.m. Eastern Time. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age added 12 points, or 
0.1 percent, to 25,070. The 
Nasdaq gained 13 points, 
or 0.2 percent, to 7,833. The 
Russell 2000 index of small- 
er-company stocks picked 
up 3 points, or 0.2 percent, 
to 1,700. The S&P 500, the 
market's benchmark index, 
is on a three-week winning 
streak. 

EYE ON EARNINGS: A third 
of the companies in the 
S&P 500 are set to report 
second-quarter earnings 
this week. So far, corporate 
earnings have been gener¬ 
ally better than expected, 
reinforcing the underly¬ 
ing perception in financial 
markets that the U.S. econ¬ 
omy is performing strongly 
and that the Federal Re¬ 
serve will raise interest rates 
next month. 
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THE QUOTE: “Earnings are 
coming in better than ex¬ 
pected, but you're not 
getting much of a reaction 
from the marketplace," 
said Tom Martin, senior 
portfolio manager of Glo- 
balt Investments. “People 
are biding their time.” 
SUDDEN EXIT: Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles slid 2.4 per¬ 
cent to $18.86 on news that 
CEO Sergio Marchionne 
has been replaced unex¬ 
pectedly due to complica¬ 
tions from shoulder surgery 
last month. 

The FCA board on Sat¬ 
urday named long-time 
Jeep executive Mike Man- 
ley as CEO, accelerating a 
transition that was planned 
for early next year. Boards 
also named replacements 
for Marchionne as Ferrari 
CEO and CNH Industrial 
chairman. Shares in Ferrari 
fell 4.4 percent to $133.90, 
while CNH Industrial gave 
up 1.4 percent to $10.13. 
CASH QUESTIONS: Tesla skid¬ 
ded 3.5 percent to $302.61 
after The Wall Street Journal 
reported that the electric 
car maker has asked some 


of its suppliers to refund a 
portion of what the com¬ 
pany has already spent to 
help it become profitable. 
The plea raised questions 
about Tesla's cash position, 
which has dwindled follow¬ 
ing some production issues. 
JUST ONE SLICE: Papa 
John’s sank 9.2 percent to 
$46.86 after the pizza deliv¬ 
ery company adopted a 
shareholder rights plan to 
keep founder and ousted 
chairman John Schnat- 
ter from buying a major¬ 
ity stake. The company is 
struggling to distance itself 
from Schnatter, who re¬ 
signed this month after his 
use of a racial slur during a 
media training session was 
revealed. Schnatter has 
since said his resignation 
was a “mistake” and criti¬ 
cized the company’s han¬ 
dling of the incident. 
FRACKED: Halliburton 

slumped 8.3 percent to 
$41.47 after management 
said in a conference call 
with analysts that some 
customers are pulling back 
on production, particularly 
in the Permian basin, be¬ 


cause of bottlenecks in get¬ 
ting the oil and gas they’re 
producing to market. The 
drilling services company 
also noted that the cost of 
materials is rising. The situa¬ 
tion will stymie further price 
increases in the third quar¬ 
ter, the company said. 
READY TO PLAY: Shares in 
Hasbro surged 13.6 per¬ 
cent to $106.68 after the 
toy maker's latest quar¬ 
terly earnings topped Wall 
Street's forecasts. Rival 
Mattel also got a boost, 
climbing 4.4 percent to 
$16.68. 

ENERGY: Oil prices fell, 
erasing gains from earlier 


in the day. Benchmark U.S. 
crude dropped 51 cents 
to $68.75 per barrel in New 
York. Brent crude, used to 
price international oils, lost 
36 cents to $72.71. 

BOND YIELDS: Bond prices 
fell. The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury rose to 2.96 
percent from 2.89 percent 
late Friday. The increase 
in bond yields helped lift 
bank shares. Interest rates 
on mortgages and other 
consumer loans tend to 
move in tandem with bond 
yields. Rising rates trans¬ 
late into bigger profits for 
banks from credit cards, 
mortgages and other con¬ 
sumer loans. JPMorgan 
Chase added 2.5 percent 
to $114.03. 

CURRENCIES: The dollar fell 
to 111.43 yen from 111.52 
yen on Friday. The euro 
weakened to $1.1700 from 
$1.1726. 

MARKETS OVERSEAS: In Eu¬ 
rope, Germany’s DAX fell 
0.1 percent while the CAC 
40 in France slid 0.4 per¬ 
cent. The FTSE 100 index 
of leading British shares 
declined 0.3 percent. Ma¬ 
jor indexes in Asia finished 
mixed. 

Japan’s Nikkei 225 tumbled 
1.3 percent and South Ko¬ 
rea's Kospi dropped 0.9 
percent. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng added 0.1 per¬ 
cent to 28,256.12. Austra¬ 
lia’s S&P-ASX 200 fell 0.9 
percent to 6.227.60.Q 


Stay at Sasaki Apart itic nts, 
^dHyafumisheel studios, 
fexce11errtSlcf&at ion tnear 



DIRECT RESERVATIONS at www.5asakiapts.com 
Telephone: 5877482 

Bubali 143, in front ofSuperFood Plaza Mall 
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LET'S COLLECT SEA- 
SHELLS ON THE BEACH, 
MOOCH 



mutts.com 



6 Chix 



Blondie 


GOOD OL STEADFASTER^HE'S^ 
WORKED FOR ME FOR 30 YEARS, 
AND HE'S NEVER 
TAKEN A SICK DAY 
OR A VACATION f *cs*r 
DAY ‘ H 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


y SO YOU MEAN IN ALL THOSE 
YEARS HE'S NEVER ASKED FOR 





Baby Blues 

Cepe's 

N0TW1M6 
TO 00 
AROUND 
uepei 



FOLD TUE LAUNDRY, HELP KAAR6 
PINNER, CLEAN eAftPOONte, 
PlCR UP THE HOUSE- 



PIP 5M6 
MAI^ ANV 
SUGGESTIONS? 
— 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 7/24 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Eats 

5 Ropers’ 
competition 

10 Sworn 
statement 

14 Dogwood or 
spruce 

15 Arctic or Atlantic 

16 Untethered 

17 Monster 

18 From that time 
on 

20 Moist 

21 “_on it!”; cry to 
a slowpoke 

22 Cowboy’s rope 

23 Higher of two 

25 Heavy weight 

26 President 
Harding 

28 Frank; open 

31 Part of the arm 

32 Investigation 

34 Fern, title 

36 Radar screen 
image 

37 Mertz & 
Flintstone 

38 BBQ attachment 

39 Item for 
confession 

40 Unsuspecting 

41 Gray marsupial 

42 Self- 
centeredness 

44 Ridiculously 
small 

45 Animal in the 
house 

46 Looks for 

47 Unflinching 

50 Meat store 
purchase 

51 3 months ago: 
abbr. 

54 Leading the way 

57 Up to the task 

58 Tool with a 
blade 

59 Rent long-term 

60 Biting insect 

61 In_of; lacking 

62 Couch potato 

63 Cubs or Bears 

DOWN 

1 Store away 

2 Strong desire 

3 Upsetting 
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4 Notice 

5 Rancid 

6 Shade of yellow 

7 Shallow’s 
opposite 

8 _ inflammation; 
otitis 

9 Late bedtime 
10_on; 

intermittently 

11 Linkletter & 
others 

12 Golf pegs 

13 Long sandwich 
19 Without 

companions 
21 Gush forth 

24 _ up; support 

25 Keep _ on; 
watch carefully 

26 Spider creations 

27 TV’s ‘Kate & 

28 Morse _ 

29 Like a road that 
can’t be crossed 

30 Boring tool 

32 Overly proper 

33 Last bk. of the 
Bible 

35 Remain 
37 Quick 


38 Enjoy a long bath 

40 Family tree 
member 

41 _ over; faint 

43 Gave one’s 
views 

44 Scanty 

46 Good judgment 

47 Spick-and-_; 

very clean 


48 Laundry soap 

49 Leak out 

50 Small bottle 

52 Tearful request 

53 Paper quantity 

55 Inventor 
Whitney 

56 Blushing 

57 Toward a ship’s 
rear 


©2018 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 

Studio wk 27 Room # 102 

17 weeks remain $6.5K 
l : or Rent 

La Cabana $900 
I br august 3 to 10 augst 2018 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_209837 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 30 Room #623 
33 weeks remain $10,000 
Divi Village 

2 BR Penthouse 

WK # 29 Room # 3509 

18 weeks remain $12,000 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_209837 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Old style two story kunuku 
house on a hill with ocean view 
in Kamay/ Noord for $278,000 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_209829 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 Br Gold Ocean View $4.5K 

2 Br Gold Ocean View $7.5K 
Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Gold Garden View $5.5K 
Call :630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 Br wk 27 Room #861 $8.5K 
Studio wk 27 Room # 862 $6K 
33 weeks remain each 
Studio wk 28 room#862 $6K 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 

Ponton 4 Bathroom 4 bath with 
appartment swimming pool 
$350K 

Esmeralda 4 Bathroom , 3 Bath 
appartment swimming pool 
$420K 

Catari 3 Bathroom 2 Bath , 280K 

Call:630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_209837 


FOR SALE/RENT 

Great Deal Beautiful House 

Bakval 16G 

Reduced from U$595.000 now 
U$449.000 4 rooms, modern 
kitchen, apartment, pool 
2 blocks Ritz/ Marriott hotels 
furnished, closed garage 
US$3,500 p/ month 
(507)67277101 
mg25cardenas@gmail.com 

_209689 


Psychic Natalie 

will read the stars & the heavens 
tu fullfill your destiny & solve all 
your problems 0018 178516474 
Danika can & will remove nega¬ 
tivity from areas of life 
001 8473121151 

_209697 

Psychic Riley 

let me help solve your problems 
in love marriage finance career 
and family with immediate 
results 

Call 001 747271 9899 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

family house with three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms 
situated at Washington on 
property land and for $205,000 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_209829 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Lot of land at Palm Beach 
measuring 1015 m2 in a quiet 
area, walking distance to the 
highrise hotels and the beach 
and for $97,000.00 
Call Mito 593 6318 

_209829 
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HELP US I 
KEEP | 
ARUBA 
CLEAN 


w nwr \l - 

DUSHI 


wyattearp14@sbcglobal.net 

_209659 
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■ BUY WE 

fife 

Prtviic Owner “ OUT 

Visit our wybsila: 

www. buyaru beti mea herae.com 
www.ren ta rubati m es hares, co m 


Contact us for more listings 
Call 7373006 
inf o@buy arubatlmeshares, com 


SPECIALS 

OF THE WEEK 


ftanal&Mnca: 

Wk 37, Unit 2332 $3,500 

Fkwfrfarbvi View 

Wk 3B f Unit 2503 *3,500 

Mti WmmtPoqJ View 

La Cabana: 

Wk 37, Unit 214C *2,000 
Wk 52 f Unit 220C *5,000 


Renaissance 


SPECIAL DEALS!! 

Wk 23, Unit 2325 S3,750 

Hoor/Hartor Vi'ew 

Wk 24, Unit 2505 $3,750 

5tfi F10QT/Qc**n WiW 

Wk 25, Unit 2120 *2,950 

Iff HoorWartier W#w 

Wk 27, Unit 2120 $2,950 

FSoor/Harbor Wtw 

Wk 27, Unit 2145 $6,000 

VT $w 

Wk 27, Unit 2535 *3,000 

51 rt Vi aw 

Wk 20, Unit 2517 *4,500 

Sffe FtoQr/pQQf&Ocwan View 

Wk 20, Unit 2524 $6,500 
SW viaw 

Wk 32, Unit 2500 *5,750 

5 !fi Floor/PQOi&Qc**fi Y?aw 

Wk 32, Unit 2332 *3,500 

FktfeHirfwr View 

Wk 33, Unit 2332 $3,500 

View 

Wk 34, Unit 2121 *5,000 

i* FHwr/Poai waiv 

Wk 34, Unit 2123 $5,000 

Jd Fkxw/Poot VW 

Wk 34, Unit 2515 $3,750 

an FioorAW vtew 

Wk 35, Unit 2120 *4,000 

GTBi/rtd 1 /Taw 

Wk 35, Unit 2315 $3,500 

Fbw/Puol View 

Wk 35, Unit 2340 $6,500 

artfFtoatfQcaafl Front 

Wk 36, Unit 2503 *2,750 

afi Ftocr/Qzw Fronf 


La Cabana 


Wk 27, Unit 114 btc $5,000 

Pool View 

Wk 28, Unit 112 bfc $5,000 

Foot Wew 

Wk 30 Unit 227A *4000 
Wk 33, Unit 213C $4 a OG0 

View 

Wk 35, Unit 140C/226C $5,000 

Poot V>aw 


Divi 


Oirw Dutch Vtfi&ge 

Wk 9, Unit 14110,000 

Divi Dutch Village 

Wk 17 a Unit 130 $5,000 

Drvt Dutch Wtaga 

Wk 19, Unit 72 *4.000 OBO 

Divi Phoanix.'Qcaan View 

Wk 6, Unit 706 *15,000 
Divi Villaget Very motivated seller 
Weak 43, Unit 720ft, $3,500 
(O l d prioc $ 7, 3 50} 

Oobw Sudo, Owai 


Costa Linda 


Wk 25, Unit 5010 $12,000 
Wk 25, Unit 5016 $12,000 
Wk 20. Unit 1 $12,000 


Casa del Mar 


Wk 34 Unit 1428 $2,500 

Poo) view 


Tropicana 


Wk 29, Unit 1543 S3,750 

1 Be&Gom 

Wks 29-32, Unit 5557 $4,000 ea wk 
Wk 32, Unit 3526 $6,000 


Occidental 


Wk S2 a Wk 1,1 Bedr $50,000 for both 
Wk 7, $35,000 2 Bedr 


La Quinta 


Wk 33/34 Unit 103 S5.OQ0 

_ f BadwiB 


SAVE $$**$$$$$$ 


Contact us for more listings 

Call 7373006 

i nf o@buy ary batimeahares. com 

Sun Plaza Business Center 

l.g. smith Blvd. i eo - suite 125 

Oranjeslad, Aruba 


www.buya ruba times hares.com 
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HEALTH 

Hospital 
527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Jansen Tel. 585 0939 

San Nicolas 

Dr. Luchmun Tel. 584 0299 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

del Pueblo Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas 
Aloe Tel. 584 4606 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip . Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 
Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 


CRUISES 



July 25 

Monarch / Freedom of the Seas 
Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Drought forces emergency measures for U.S. West's wild horses 



In this June 29, 2018 photo, wild horses drink from a watering hole outside Salt Lake City. 

Associated Press 


By JULIAN HATTEM 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Harsh 
drought conditions in parts 
of the American West are 
pushing wild horses to the 
brink and spurring extreme 
measures to protect them. 
For what they say is the first 
time, volunteer groups in 
Arizona and Colorado are 
hauling thousands of gal¬ 
lons of water and truck- 
loads of food to remote 
grazing grounds where 
springs have run dry and 
vegetation has disap¬ 
peared. 

Federal land managers 
also have begun emergen¬ 
cy roundups in desert areas 
of Utah and Nevada. 
"We've never seen it like 
this," said Simone Neth¬ 
erlands, president of the 
Arizona-based Salt River 
Wild Horse Management 
Group. In May, dozens of 
horses were found dead on 
the edge of a dried-up wa¬ 
tering hole in northeastern 
Arizona. 

As spring turned to summer, 
drought conditions turned 
from bad to worse, Nether¬ 
lands said. 

Parts of Utah, Colorado, 
Arizona and New Mexico 
are under the most se¬ 
vere category of drought, 
though extreme conditions 
are present from California 
to Missouri, government 
analysts say. Parts of the re¬ 
gion have witnessed some 
of the driest conditions on 
record, amid a cycle of 
high temperatures and low 
snowmelt that appears to 
be getting worse. National 
Weather Service hydrolo¬ 
gist Brian Mclnerney said. 
The dry conditions have 
fed wildfires that have de¬ 
stroyed hundreds of build¬ 
ings across the West. This 
month, a firefighter was 
killed battling a blaze near 
California's Yosemite Na¬ 
tional Park. 

The federal Bureau of Land 


Management — which 
oversees vast expanses 
of public land, mostly in 
the West — says the prob¬ 
lem facing wild horses 
stems from overpopula¬ 
tion aggravated by se¬ 
vere drought. The region 
is home to roughly 67,000 
wild horses. 

"You're always going to 
have drought issues. That's 
a common thing out on 
the range," agency spokes¬ 
man Jason Lutterman said. 
"What really exacerbates 
things is when we're al¬ 
ready over population, 
because then you already 
have resource issues." 

The agency's emergency 
roundup in western Utah 
began a week ago, aiming 
to remove roughly 250 wild 
horses from a population of 


approximately 670. The op¬ 
eration is expected to take 
several weeks. 

Once the horses are round¬ 
ed up, the government 
gives them veterinary treat¬ 
ment and offers them for 
sale or adoption. Those 
that aren't sold or adopted 
are transferred to privately 
contracted corrals and 
pastures for the long term. 
A similar emergency round¬ 
up began this month in cen¬ 
tral Nevada, where officials 
said some horses in a herd 
of 2,100 could die from lack 
of water in coming weeks. 
The operation was quickly 
halted, ironically because 
of extreme rain, but will like¬ 
ly resume.'The ground's so 
dry it's not absorbing that 
water. It's running off," bu¬ 
reau spokeswoman Jenny 


Lesieutre said. 

Volunteers are also taking 
action. 

Since late spring, Nether¬ 
lands's Salt River group has 
hauled hay to a dozen lo¬ 
cations outside Phoenix to 
feed a herd of starving wild 
horses. 

Roughly 200 miles (320 ki¬ 
lometers) north, a couple 
near Gray Mountain, on the 
Navajo Nation, have spear¬ 
headed an effort to leave 
water and food for horses 
they say would die without 
human intervention. 

In western Colorado, volun¬ 
teers say they're preparing 
to bring up to 5,000 gallons 
(18,900 liters) of water per 
day to a herd of 750 des¬ 
perate horses. 

"Springs are drying up that 
have never dried up," said 



MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICE 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 


Serving Men - Couple - Womenj All Gemters 

(Lie ho I or Parly Speual&ad. 

me toe! m the Cerfttoan 


upie - Women - AJI Genders 

Call: 565-9535 



Safe Tow 

Rhlrirf hM pmvtt guide: 

A i Hoars m , 

r 


Call561-7777 


Cindy Wright, co-founder 
of Colorado conserva¬ 
tion group Wild Horse War¬ 
riors for Sand Wash Basin. 
Horses in the area stalk 
the dry earth with their ribs 
exposed, desperate for a 
drop, she said. 

Wild horse advocates have 
balked at the Bureau of 
Land Management's insis¬ 
tence that wild horse pop¬ 
ulations are too high. Crit¬ 
ics say the agency is using 
dry conditions as a smoke 
screen to shrink horse pop¬ 
ulations in response to pres¬ 
sure from ranchers whose 
livestock compete with the 
horses for grazing land. 

"I do have a concern about 
the larger numbers that 
they're pulling off, and then 
a bigger concern about 
the BLM under this admin¬ 
istration using all kinds of 
excuses to pull off horses," 
said Suzanne Roy, execu¬ 
tive director of the Ameri¬ 
can Wild Horse Campaign, 
an advocacy organization. 
The agency is prohibited 
from euthanizing the wild 
horses it rounds up, though 
President Donald Trump 
has proposed allowing the 
animals to be killed or sold 
for slaughter. 

Activists in Nevada held a 
rally last Tuesday at the bu¬ 
reau's state headquarters in 
Reno to protest a planned 
roundup later this year. 
Critics want the govern¬ 
ment to instead use birth 
control to manage wild 
horse populations. 

The bureau says the fertility 
treatment, which must be 
administered yearly and 
fired from a dart gun at 
close range, is too difficult 
for use except in certain 
cases where herds are easy 
to approach and have 
markings that make horses 
distinguishable from one 
another. 

Whatever the long-term 
answer, volunteers say their 
efforts can't go on forever. 
Trucking in water and food 
could cost several thou¬ 
sand dollars per month and 
make horses overly depen¬ 
dent on humans, they said. 
"If we don't have a very 
good fall with a lot of rain 
— and it's also warm so that 
our fall vegetation grows — 
we're going to lose horses," 
Wright saidO 
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R. Kelly sings about troubles in revealing 19-minute song 



By MESFIN FEKADU 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — R. Kelly 
sings about his troubles and 
battles in a new 19-minute 
song, addressing sexual 
abuse claims against him 
that have put a screeching 
halt on his career. 

The song, “I Admit,” was 
posted to Soundcloud on 
Monday. The track begins 
with the lyrics, “I admit I 
have made some mistakes/ 
And I have some imperfect 
ways.” 

R. Kelly gets personal 
throughout the track, sing¬ 
ing that he likes “all the 
ladies, that’s both older 
and young ladies," follow¬ 
ing it up with: “But tell me 
how they call it pedophile 
because that (expletive) is 
crazy.” 

The embattled entertainer 
has long been accused of 
behavior that has ranged 
from questionable to crimi¬ 
nal. He was accused of 
child pornography after a 
widely circulated video¬ 
tape appeared to show 
him having sex with, and 
urinating on, a teenage 
girl. He was acquitted of all 
charges in 2008 and con¬ 
tinued to rack up hits and 
sell out stadiums around 
the country. 

On “I Admit,” he sings that 
he’s “not convicted, not ar¬ 
rested, dragged my name 
in the dirt/AII this work to be 
successful, when you aban¬ 


don me ‘cause of what you 
heard.” 

R. Kelly is one of pop mu¬ 
sic’s best-selling artists and 
his hits include “Ignition,” 
“’I Believe I Can Fly," ‘'Step 
in the Name of Love” and 
“Bump N' Grind." He has 
also written hits for artists 
ranging from Celine Dion 
to Michael Jackson to 
Lady Gaga. While he’s writ¬ 
ten classic love songs and 
even gospel music, he is 
defined by sexually explicit 
songs such as “Feelin’ on 


Yo Booty,” "Your Body’s 
Calling Me,” “’Sex Me” and 
even more explicit fare. 

In 2002, R. Kelly released a 
song about his troubles in 
similar fashion with “Heav¬ 
en I Need a Hug," a re¬ 
sponse to his critics at the 
time. “Media, do your job/ 
But please just don't make 
my job so hard,” he sang 
on the song. 

On the new song, he says 
he was sexually abused 
as a child, singing “a fam¬ 
ily member touched me” 


and revealing he was “so 
scared to say something, so 
I just put the blame on me.” 
He also says that he does 
not own his music, that he 
dropped out of school and 
that he “couldn’t read the 
teleprompter when the 
Grammy's asked me to 
present (an award).” 

“I Admit" was not released 
on Sony’s RCA Records, 
where R. Kelly is signed. The 
label said it had no com¬ 
ment about the song. R. 
Kelly posted a link to the 


song Monday with the 
caption: “Today is the day 
you’ve been waiting for.” 
Despite having a plethora 
of hit songs, he says he had 
to borrow money from his 
record label to “put food 
on the table." 

“I was told I had to sell my 
cars, I was told I couldn’t 
get a loan/Said I owed 20 
million to the IRS and they 
were coming to get my 
home,” he sings. 

“Now the truth in this mes¬ 
sage is I’m a broke (exple¬ 
tive) legend/The only rea¬ 
son I stay on tour is ‘cause 
I gotta pay my rent," he 
sings on the new track. 

In May, a woman filed a 
lawsuit against R. Kelly, ac¬ 
cusing the singer of sexual 
battery, knowingly infect¬ 
ing her with herpes and 
locking her in rooms for 
punishment. 

“They’re brainwashed, re- 
ally?/Kidnapped, really?/ 
Can’t eat, really?/Real talk, 
that (expletive) sound silly,” 
he sings. 

R. Kelly says in the song he 
had a recent conversation 
with talk show host Wendy 
Williams, who asked him 
about the late singer Aali¬ 
yah, who was 15 when she 
married a 27-year-old R. 
Kelly in 1994. The marriage 
was later annulled. 
“(Wendy) said, ‘What 
about Aaliyah said?,’ R. 
Kelly sings, responding with: 
“Love.’O 


Lori McKenna has become a must-hear songwriter 


By SCOTT STROUD 
Associated Press 

Lori McKenna “The Tree” 
(CN Records via Thirty Ti¬ 
gers) 

It’s rare to read about Lori 
McKenna without hearing 
that she got married at 19 
and had the first of her five 
children at 20. 

And since her latest al¬ 
bum, “The Tree,” is a canon 
of songs about family, it 
would be easy to pigeon¬ 
hole her as a mom singing 
sweetly about a world she 
knows well. 

That would all be true, but 
it shouldn't diminish her im¬ 
pact. McKenna also hap¬ 
pens to be a brilliant song¬ 


writer. 

On “The Tree,” she match¬ 
es melody and mood to 
simple imagery that lets lis¬ 
teners see the picture she’s 
creating. A mother who 
can’t sit still, for example, 
is a hummingbird in a liv¬ 
ing room. A father's billfold 
in church conveys greater 
significance than the sim¬ 
ple image suggests. 

The new album follows 
closely on “The Bird and 
the Rifle,” McKenna's 2016 
gem that netted three 
Grammy nominations and 
widespread acclaim. 

The praise was well-de¬ 
served, but this might be a 
better album. 


Working with producer 
Dave Cobb, a master at 
getting the most out of 
well-crafted songs, McKen¬ 
na builds on her reputation 
as a songwriter that other 
songwriters notice. Her sing¬ 
ing is straight-ahead hon¬ 
est, her eyes fixed on the 
word-portrait she's paint¬ 
ing. 

In the album's first single, 
“People Get Old,” a heart¬ 
rending masterpiece about 
aging and the passing of 
time, the heat is in the lyrics. 
“Every line on your face tells 
a story somebody knows," 
she sings. 

In McKenna's hands, the 
story aches with beauty,Q 
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This cover image released by CN Records via Thirty Tigers shows 
“The Tree,” a release by Lori McKenna. 


Associated Press 
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Meghan McCain a feisty new presence on ‘The View.’ 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Meghan 
McCain’s first instinct when 
approached to join “The 
View" was to say no — until 
her father. Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain, convinced her to 
look past her trepidation to 
see the opportunity. 

In less than a year, she's 
become a reason to watch 
ABC’s daytime talk show. 
McCain brings a feisty 
spirit to the conservative 
commentator role where 
predecessors frequently 
seemed overmatched and 
overlooked. She often re¬ 
flects the views of President 
Donald Trump's supporters 
at a table and city where 
they are deeply unpopu¬ 
lar, despite ample personal 
reasons to despise him. 

The past few weeks alone, 
McCain stared down the 



fury of Whoopi Goldberg 
to explain her opposition to 
abortion and labeled Rob¬ 
ert De Niro “gross" for his 
Tony Awards denunciation 
of Trump. She feuded with 
a conservative guest who 
called Trump supporters 
cult-like, while likening the 


president to “a pathetic 
puppy who was complete¬ 
ly neutered” for his appear¬ 
ance alongside Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 
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This Feb. 28, 2018 photo released by ABC shows Meghan McCain on the set of “The View,” in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

in that I couldn’t be intimi¬ 
dated by the others and 
their strong opinions,” she 
said. “These are all smart, 
strong women. I had to stay 
true to my convictions and 
my politics and not let the 
physical audience in front 
of me, which is normally 
very liberal, or the audi¬ 
ence on social media im¬ 
pact my politics. Because 
a lot of things I say are un¬ 
popular.” 

Her abortion discussion with 
Goldberg stepped on the 
third rail of American poli¬ 
tics. “I don’t believe that 
murder should be legal in 
the United States of Amer¬ 
ica and I believe abortion 
is murder,” she said on the 
air. “It’s really that simple.” 
Squabbles with Behar draw 
the most attention. Seeing 
them develop is like watch¬ 
ing a storm gathering; nei¬ 
ther woman has a poker 
face. 

McCain erupted during 
a discussion about adult 
film actress Stormy Daniels 
when Behar joked, “Happy 
birthday, Melania.” 

“Was that necessary?” Mc¬ 
Cain said. “Come on, that 
was so mean.” She said Be¬ 
har was making fun of the 
first lady’s pain. 

“You have no sense of hu- 
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“She is smart, considered 
and utterly fearless,” said 
Brian Teta, executive pro¬ 
ducer of “The View.” 

Some bravery is necessary, 
since McCain’s workplace 
defines the term “Manhat¬ 
tan liberal.” When a comic 
warming up the studio au¬ 
dience before a show this 
month asked how many 
people were Republicans, 
he heard one whoop, 
some stray claps and most¬ 
ly silence. That was before 
the panelists came out. 
Goldberg so detests Trump 
she won’t say his name, 
preferring “the guy in the 
White House." The sharp- 
tongued Joy Behar says 
she’s offended by Repub¬ 
licans. 

The show has spit out previ¬ 
ous conservatives. Nicolle 
Wallace is a hit on MSNBC, 
but was a bad fit on “The 
View." Jedediah Bila lasted 
a year. Raise your hand if 
you remember Candace 
Cameron Bure. Elisabeth 
Hasselbeck had the most 
staying power until leav¬ 
ing for the comfort of Fox 
News. 

The 33-year-old McCain 
heard the stories. 

“This is no shade at wom¬ 
en who have been here 
before, but I knew going 


mor,” Behar said, giving her 
co-host a dismissive wave. 
“That’s your problem.” 
When McCain urged her 
colleagues not to give 
Trump a blanket condem¬ 
nation, and instead deal 
with different topics indi¬ 
vidually, Behar said, “there 
aren’t that many years in 
my life to take him issue by 
issue.” 

A discussion about what 
the hosts did during a 
Fourth of July week off ex¬ 
posed their cultural gap. 
McCain talked about tub¬ 
ing down a creek with her 
husband and downing Jel- 
lo shots. Behar, 42 years her 
senior, didn't know what a 
Jello shot was. 

The show is clearly sensitive 
to any perception of per¬ 
sonal animus; Goldberg last 
week referenced media re¬ 
ports that speculate about 
how people get along by 
showing a picture of Behar, 
McCain and co-host Sunny 
Hostin holding up glasses 
from a liquid lunch the day 
before. Backstage, Mc¬ 
Cain said she’s developed 
a kinship with Behar since 
they’re the show’s most po¬ 
larizing hosts. 

“I like her a lot,” Behar said. 
“She’s a very intelligent 
girl. She has qualities in her 
personality that I admire in 
myself. For example, she’s 
very direct. She does not 
take hostages — she just 
says it and moves on and 
I like that about her." Mc¬ 
Cain and her family are no 
fans of Trump personally, 
given swipes at her father 
that began with a denigra¬ 
tion of his POW status in the 
Vietnam War. She said her 
toughest day on the show 
followed reports of a former 
Trump aide, Kelly Sadler, 
dismissing Sen. McCain’s 
opposition to a presiden¬ 
tial appointment because 
he’s “dying anyway” of 
brain cancer. McCain 
said that day that “I don’t 
understand what kind of 
environment you’re work¬ 
ing in when that could be 
acceptable and you can 
come into work the next 
day and still have a job.” 
Yet McCain feels that it’s 
her job to make sure the 
voices of people who sup¬ 
ported Trump are heard.□ 
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From ‘stalker’ to ‘walker’: Woman gets dream job as zombie 



In this June 12, 2018 photo, zombie Terrie Hamrick poses for a photo near the silos made famous 
by “The Walking Dead” in Haralson, Ga. 


By BRINLEY HINEMAN 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — When 
she’s not spending time 
with her grandchildren, Ter¬ 
rie Hamrick is likely dressed 
as a zombie. 

Hamrick’s dream of being 
a “walker” for “The Walk¬ 
ing Dead” came true two 
seasons ago when she was 
cast as an extra by AMC, 
the company that produc¬ 
es the critically acclaimed 
television series. The show, 
based on graphic novels, 
features a group of people 
fighting to survive a zombie 
apocalypse. 

“Since the show started, I 
told my children, ‘I want to 
be a walker,”’ said Ham¬ 
rick, 68, who added that 
she never really believed 
the dream that has been 
at the top of her bucket list 
since 2012 would become 
reality. 

She's one of the 15 regular 
walkers and even has her 
own outfit on the set la¬ 
beled with her name that 
she wears while filming, she 
said. 

The days are grueling: 14 
hours — sometimes longer 
— in the Georgia heat. 

The show has filmed in 
Senoia, about 35 miles (55 
kilometers) south of Atlan¬ 
ta, and nearby Haralson 
since 2012. 


Hamrick proudly acknowl¬ 
edges that she was one of 
the original “walker stalk¬ 
ers" — extreme fans who 
hang out by the show’s 
set. She became so well 
known around the set that 
Michael Rooker, who plays 
Merle Dixon, warmly called 
her his “little walker stalker,” 
and Andrew Lincoln, who 
plays lead character Sheriff 
Rick Grimes, would point to 
her whenever he saw her in 
the distance, Hamrick said. 
Despite her newfound 


fame, Hamrick hasn’t quit 
her other day job: work¬ 
ing as a walker for a tour 
company in Haralson that 
brings “The Walking Dead" 
to life for fans. The owner 
of The Walkin Dead Haral¬ 
son Tours and Events, Jamie 
Thompson, scouts locations 
in Senoia and Haralson for 
the show. 

While in Senoia, produc¬ 
tion is filmed on sets, but in 
Haralson, they film on lots, 
Thompson said. On the 
tour, fans are guided by a 


Associated Press 

man playing the part of Da¬ 
ryl Dixon, one of the show’s 
most popular characters, 
and get to relive moments 
from the series. 

That’s where Hamrick 
comes in. 

She makes her entrance in 
bloody zombie makeup, 
both terrorizing and de¬ 
lighting those on the tour. 
One minute she’s snarling, 
ready to devour them. Mo¬ 
ments later, she transforms 
into her grandmotherly self, 
laughing and taking pho¬ 


tos with fans. 

Less than 5 feet (150 centi¬ 
meters) tall — she officially 
measures 4 feet, 10-and-a- 
half inches (147 centime¬ 
ters), she said, stressing the 
importance of that extra 
half-inch — she’s doesn't 
seem at all threatening. But 
once artist Michelle Mola- 
nari transforms her into a 
gory monster, fans on the 
streets of Senoia certainly 
are cautious as they ap¬ 
proach, many uttering un¬ 
der their breath, “It looks so 
real.” 

“Miss Terrie is a tiny, gentle, 
soft-spoken grandmother 
who’s always ready with 
a kind word about every¬ 
one,” Molanari said. 
Between the series and 
daily Haralson tours, she’s 
hooked on the buzz of the 
entertainment industry. 

“It’s exciting for me to see 
myself on there,” Hamrick 
said. “The show is great, the 
actors are great, this place 
is great.” 

Hamrick even has her own 
fans now. She recently 
created a Facebook fan 
page, where she posts 
photos of the cast and 
behind-the-scenes shots of 
the tours. Within a week, it 
had nearly 1,000 likes. 
“People mob you wanting 
pictures," she said. “It’s so 
exciting.”□ 


Paper suggests Kenyan monkey inspired Dr. Seuss’ Lorax 


By HOLLY RAMER 
Associated Press 
CONCORD, N.H. (AP) — The 

furry orange protagonist of 
“The Lorax” and the Truffula 
trees for which he spoke 
may have been inspired by 
specific monkeys and trees 
in Kenya, according to re¬ 
searchers at Dr. Seuss’ alma 
mater, Dartmouth College. 
The 1971 book pits a short, 
mustachioed “sort of man" 
who “speaks for the trees" 
against the Once-ler, a 
greedy industrialist harvest¬ 
ing the trees into near ex¬ 
tinction. Published just after 
the birth of the modern en¬ 
vironmental movement in 
the United States, the story 
has won praise for promot¬ 
ing the conservation of 
natural resources and con¬ 
demnation from the log¬ 


ging industry. Some have 
speculated that Seuss was 
inspired by cypress trees 
near his California home. 
But anthropology professor 
Nathaniel Dominy suggests 
the whistling thorn acacia 
commonly found in Kenya 
makes more sense, given 
that Seuss wrote much of 
the book while visiting a sa¬ 
fari club there. 

The Lorax has been de¬ 
scribed as an “eco-police- 
man asserting his author¬ 
ity,” they write. But viewing 
him as a patas monkey 
might change that percep¬ 
tion given that the species 
relies on the whistling thorn 
acacia trees for more than 
80 percent of its diet. 

“A lot of people criticize 
the Lorax and say he's too 
angry, he's too upset, that 


his rhetoric is problematic 
and that it’s not the way 
environmentalists should be 
engaging with policy mak¬ 
ers or polluting industries,” 
Dominy said in an interview 
last week. “Our argument 
is, no, if the Lorax is based 
on a living animal that has 
this tight, co-evolved rela¬ 
tionship with a tree, then it's 
better to think of the Lorax 
not some indignant stew¬ 
ard of the environment but 
as a participating member 
of the environment. And 
then this anger is so much 
more understandable.” 

Joe Fassler, a journalist 
who once called the Lorax 
a “bossy, pedantic guilt- 
tripper" in an article for 
The Atlantic, said Thursday 
he imagined the Lorax as 
neither human nor animal. 


perhaps a “forest spirit” 
serving as an outside arbi¬ 
ter. 

The new interpretation 
makes the character much 


more vulnerable, he said. 

“If it was Seuss's intention to 
do that, it's very cool that 
he left it subtle and not ex¬ 
plicit,” he said.Q 



In this March. 2, 2012, file photo, Danny DeVito and Zac Efron 
read “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss to school children during the Read 
Across America Day at New York Public Library in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Texas ranch shows President Johnson’s struggles and triumphs 



In this July 11, 2012 photo, the boyhood home of future U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson is shown 
in Texas, as part of the Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park. 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
STONEWALL, Texas (AP) 

— Fifty years ago, a de¬ 
pressed President Lyndon 
Johnson decided not to 
seek another term. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King, Jr. had just 
been assassinated. Cities 
were burning in riots. Col¬ 
lege students marched 
against the Vietnam War. 
Four years earlier, Johnson 
had won re-election in one 
of the greatest landslides 
in U.S. history and passed 
a slew of bills ensuring civil 
rights, fighting poverty and 
expanding educational 
opportunities. Now, with 
the nation in turmoil and his 
approval ratings in decline, 
he was set to leave office. 
Back at his Texas ranch, he 
wondered: Where did it all 
go wrong? 

That ranch is often viewed 
as a place where a heart¬ 
broken president went to 
die. He left office in Janu¬ 
ary 1969 and had a fatal 
heart attack at the ranch 
four years later, at age 64. 
But any visit to the Lyndon 
B. Johnson National Histori¬ 
cal Park in Stonewall, Texas, 
shows how important this 
sprawling place was to his 
world view, planting no¬ 
tions about battling pov¬ 
erty and inequality. He was 
born there and his family 
suffered misfortunes there, 
but even after exiting the 
White House, he thrived 
there. 

“All my life I've wanted to 
enjoy this land,” Johnson 
said after leaving office. 
“I bought it. I paid it off. I 
watched it improve. It's all 
I have left.” 

Located in Texas Hill Coun¬ 


try about an hour west of 
Austin, the ranch offers free 
tours led by park rangers, 
but visitors can also obtain 
free driving permits to ex¬ 
plore the grounds with an 
audio tour on their own. 
Guided tours begin at 
Johnson’s humble child¬ 
hood home. The original 
structure was built in 1889 
by Sam Ealy Johnson Sr., 
the president’s grandfa¬ 
ther. It was reconstructed in 
1964 from photos and out¬ 
fitted with period furnish¬ 
ings illustrating the family’s 
simple but harsh life in rural 
Texas. 

The president’s father, Sam¬ 
uel Ealy Johnson, Jr., served 
in the Texas House of Rep¬ 
resentatives but struggled 
as a farmer and cattle 


speculator. His unsuccess¬ 
ful business ventures meant 
there was no money for 
Lyndon to attend an ex¬ 
pensive college. Instead he 
studied at Southwest Texas 
State Teachers College af¬ 
ter a stint as a day laborer. 
While taking classes, he 
worked for a year teaching 
poor Mexican-American 
children in a segregated 


Associated Press 

school in Cotulla, Texas. An 
exhibit at the ranch visitor 
center includes photos of 
him with former students 
and an audio recording in 
which he reflected on his 
teaching experience in a 
speech to Congress. 
“Somehow you never for¬ 
get what poverty and ha¬ 
tred can do when you see 
its scars on the hopeful 


face of a young child," the 
president said as he urged 
Congress to pass the Vot¬ 
ing Rights Act and expand 
anti-poverty programs. 
During his years as presi¬ 
dent, the ranch served as 
the Texas White House. 
Johnson invited members 
of Congress and world dig¬ 
nitaries to “relax” here, but 
usually they ended up be¬ 
ing cajoled by Johnson into 
endorsing a policy or idea. 
Tours these days include 
visits to the airplane han¬ 
gar with a refurbished 
presidential plane and a 
mobile structure used by 
television reporters. Aides 
often briefed the president 
about the Vietnam War or 
pending legislation while 
Johnson swam nude in the 
ranch pool. The ranch also 
was a place of laughter. 
On Nov. 21, 1964, a day 
before the one-year an¬ 
niversary of President John 
F. Kennedy’s assassination 
— the event that had cat¬ 
apulted Johnson into the 
presidency — Agriculture 
Secretary Orville Freeman 
tried to subdue a balky 
pig at the ranch. Johnson 
watched, laughing as Free¬ 
man wrangled with the ani¬ 
mal, named Mr. I.Q. 

The president and Lady Bird 
took strolls in a meadow 
where he paused to see 
the lights of nearby towns 
that once had no electric¬ 
ity. As a U.S. senator, John¬ 
son was responsible for 
bringing power to the area. 
When Johnson returned 
here after leaving the 
White House, he drank, 
smoked, let his hair grow 
like the young hippies who 
cursed him and listened 
to Simon & Garfunkel’s 
“Bridge Over Troubled Wa¬ 
ter” over and over. When 
one of his daughters tried 
to intervene, he said, “No, 
I’ve raised you girls. I've 
been president, and now 
it’s my time.” 

Sometimes he acted like 
he was still in office, hold¬ 
ing meetings with Secret 
Service agents on ranch 
matters like they were na¬ 
tional security gatherings. 
The former president would 
get on a walkie-talkie to a 
foreman to ask about any 
out-of-place cow.Q 



In this July 11,2012 photo, a pasture where the late U.S. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson often strolled to clear his mind is shown in 
Stonewall, Texas, as part of the Lyndon B. Johnson National 
Historical Park. 



In the Nov. 4,1964, file photo. President Lyndon Johnson proves 
he’s a pretty good cowhand as he puts his horse. Lady B, 
through the paces on his LBJ Ranch in Texas. 
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